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A Syrian immigrant hoids a 
crossed out depiction ot Syr¬ 
ian President Bashar ai-Assad 
during a raiiy against his re¬ 
gime. 

(AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic) 

Syria’s Homs 

BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Tens of thou¬ 
sands of defiant Syrian pro¬ 
testers thronged the streets 
of Homs Tuesday, calling 
for the execution of Presi¬ 
dent Bashar Assad shortly 
otter his army pulled its 
tanks bock and allowed 
Arab League monitors in for 
the first time to the city at 
the heart of the anti-gov¬ 
ernment uprising. 

The pullback was the first 
sign the regime was com¬ 
plying with the League’s 
plan to end the 9-month- 
old crackdown on mostly 
unarmed and peaceful 
protesters. 

Yet amateur video re¬ 
leased by activists showed 
forces firing on protesters 
even while the monitors 
were inside the city. One of 
the observers walked with 
an elderly man who point¬ 
ed with his cane to a fresh 
pool of blood on the street 
that he said had been shed 
by his son, killed a day ear¬ 
lier. 

The man, wearing a red- 
and-white checkered 
headdress, then called far 
the monitor to walk ahead 
to “see the blood of my 
second son” also killed in 
the onslaught. 

Continued on Page 2 
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Republicans spend millions, attack rivals in Iowa 


Continued from front 

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — 

Republican presidential 
candidates vying to chal¬ 
lenge President Barack 
Obama next year are 
spending millions on tele¬ 
vision commercials and 
making final appeals to 
voters as they count down 
to the country’s first nomi¬ 
nating contest in Iowa on 
Jon. 3. 

The Midwestern state holds 
the country’s first nominat¬ 
ing contest on Jan. 3 — 
statewide precinct caucus 
meetings. They likely will 
winnow the seven-person 
field and shape the com¬ 
ing six-month string of state- 
by-state primary elections 
and caucuses leading up 
to the Republican National 
Convention that officially 
names a candidate in Au¬ 
gust. 

Obomo is vulnerable be¬ 
cause of national dissat¬ 
isfaction with the wobbly 
economy that has been 
extremely slow to pull out 
of the Great Recession. But 
the tangle of Republicans 
vying for the nomination 
to challenge the president 
in November — and fun¬ 
damental splits over ideol¬ 
ogy — have left the party 
divided. 

Candidates and allied 
groups have spent more 
than $12 million on televi¬ 
sion commercials to air 
through caucus day next 
Tuesday. 

National front-runner Mitt 
Romney, the former Mas¬ 
sachusetts governor, is dis¬ 
liked and not trusted by 
conservative Republicans 
who hove thrown their 
support behind a series of 
other candidates whose 
policy promises are more 
palatable to them. 

But each of those candi¬ 
dates, Rep. Michele Bach- 
mann, Texas Gov. Rick 
Perry, former businessman 
Herman Gain and now 
former House of Repre¬ 
sentatives Speaker Newt 
Gingrich have all grabbed 
support and quickly risen 
in the polls before losing 
steam under closer scru¬ 
tiny by voters and the news 
media. 

Most of Romney’s rivals 
preceded him into the 
state during the day at the 


end of a holiday lull, seek¬ 
ing support in caucuses 
that are likely to dispatch 
one or more of them to a 
hasty campaign exit. 
Attacking in waves, Rom¬ 
ney’s Republican presi¬ 
dential rivals cast him as 
unreliable on central con¬ 
servative issues such os 
taxes and gay marriage 
— both of which they dis¬ 
like — in the final, intensify¬ 
ing phase of o costly Iowa 
caucus campaign. 

“I’ve been o conservative 
all my life,’’ said Gingrich. 
He called Romney o “Mas¬ 
sachusetts moderate ... 
who campaigned to the 
left of Teddy Kennedy.’’ 
Romney countered: “I 
think I’m going to get the 
nomination if we do our job 
right.’’ 

In Dubuque, the first stop 
of a bus tour through the 
state, Gingrich said his own 
economic proposal for an 
optional flat-tax as well as 
the elimination of all capi- 



Republican presidential candidate Rep. Michele Bachmann, 
R-Minn, left, is toasted during a campaign stop at the home of 
Robin Read, right, Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2011, in Shenandoah, Iowa. 

(AP Photo/Eric Gay) 


tal gains taxes was a more 
pro-growth approach than 
Romney’s prescription. 

In a radio interview, former 
Pennsylvania Sen. RickSan- 
torum said Romney had 
“sort of gotten a pass”’ 
when he said in a recent 
debate he had done all 
he could as Massachusetts 
governor to block same-sex 
marriages in the state. 
Recent soundings suggest 
Texas Rep. Ron Paul is Rom¬ 
ney’s likeliest threat in Iowa. 
He is due in the state on 
Wednesday. 

A conservative with liber¬ 
tarian leanings, Paul com¬ 
mands strong allegiance 
from his own supporters 
but appears to have little 
potential to expand his 
appeal and emerge as a 
serious challenger for the 
nomination. 

Unlike his rivals and most 
Republican voters, he says 
the federal government 
should have no authority to 
ban abortion.□ 


Despite Arab League’s visit, Homs stiii under siege 



This image made from amateur video and reieased by Shaam 
News Network Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2011 purports to show a woman 
mourning over o ciose reiotive in Homs, Syria. 

(AP Photo/Shoom News Network via APTN) 


Continued from front 

“Where is justice? Where 
are the Arabs?” the old 
man shouted in pain. 

Syrian tanks had been 
heavily shelling Homs for 
days, residents and ac¬ 
tivists said, killing dozens 
even after Assad signed 
on early last week to the 
Arab League plan, which 
demands the government 
remove its security forces 
and heavy weapons from 
city streets, start talks with 
opposition leaders and 
allow human rights work¬ 
ers and journalists into the 
country. 

But a few hours before the 
arrival of the monitors, who 
began work Tuesday to en¬ 
sure Syria complies with the 
League’s plan, the army 
stopped the bombard¬ 
ment and pulled some of 
its tanks back. 

The British-based activ¬ 
ist group Syrian Observa¬ 
tory for Human Rights con¬ 
firmed that government 
forces fired on protesters 
while the monitors were in¬ 
side Homs and said at two 
people were killed from the 
fire. 

About 60 monitors arrived 


in Syria Monday night — 
the first foreign observers 
Syria has allowed in since 
March, when the uprising 
against Assad’s authoritar¬ 
ian rule began. The League 
said a team of 12 visited 
Homs. 

After agreeing to the 


League’s pullback plan on 
Dec. 19, the regime inten¬ 
sified its crackdown on dis¬ 
sent; government troops 
killed hundreds in the past 
week and Syria was con¬ 
demned internationally 
for flouting the spirit of the 
agreement. 


On Monday alone, secu¬ 
rity forces killed at least 42 
people, most of them in 
Homs. Activists said secu¬ 
rity forces killed at least 16 
people Tuesday, including 
six in Homs. 

One group put Tuesday’s 
toll at 30, including 13 in 
Homs province. 

Different groups often give 
varying tolls. With foreign 
journalists and human rights 
groups barred from the 
country, 

they are virtually impossible 
to verify. 

Amateur videos show resi¬ 
dents of Homs pleading 
with the visiting monitors for 
protection. 

“We ore unarmed people 
who ore dying,” one resi¬ 
dent shouts to one observ¬ 
er. Seconds later, shooting 
is heard from o distance 
as someone else screams: 
“We are being slaughtered 
here.” 

Given the intensified crack¬ 
down over the past week, 
the opposition has viewed 
Syria’s agreement to the 
Arab League plan as a 
farce. Some even accuse 
the organization of 22 
states of complicity in the 
killings. □ 
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Venezuela: 

Chomsky urges 
release of judge 

IAN JAMES 
Associated Press 

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — American intellectual Noam 
Chomsky on Wednesday called for the release of a judge 
who has been detained more than two years on corrup¬ 
tion charges in Venezuela. 

Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez has called Chomsky 
on inspiration and has praised his criticisms of U.S. foreign 
policy. But Chomsky has publicly disagreed with Chavez 
on the prosecution of Judge Maria Lourdes Afiuni, who is 
under house arrest. 

He said in his public letter released Wednesday that Afiuni 
“has suffered enough and should be released.” 

Afiuni infuriated Chavez when she freed a banker from 
prison while he was awaiting trial on charges of flouting 
the country’s currency exchange controls. A day after her 
arrest on Dec. 10, 2009, Chavez said on television that she 
should face a maximum sentence of 30 years in prison. 
The 48-year-old judge maintains she is innocent and has re¬ 
fused to enter the courtroom to stand trial. Her lawyer says 
authorities hove presented no evidence of corruption.□ 
In February, Afiuni was moved from jail to house arrest due 
to health problems. 

In his letter, Chomsky suggested that the president’s an¬ 
nual pardons at Christmastime would be “on appropriate 
occasion for President Chavez to correct an injustice and 
ovoid greater damage to her health by a humanitarian 
release.” Chomsky said that Chavez recently “demon¬ 
strated his humanitarian and generous spirit” by mediat¬ 
ing to help free two American hikers who were detained 
by Iranian authorities. 

“Through this letter to the Venezuelan people I encour¬ 
age him to act in a manner consistent with the humani¬ 
tarian values professed by the Bolivarian Revolution and 
end Judge Afuni’s imprisonment,” wrote Chomsky, an 
83-year-old professor emeritus of linguistics at Massachu¬ 
setts Institute of Technology. 

There was no immediate response from Venezuelan au¬ 
thorities. A judge earlier this month granted a request by 
prosecutors to extend Afuni’s detention for two more 
years. Charlie Clements, executive director of the Carr 
Center for Human Rights Policy at Harvard University, said 
human rights advocates have recently had conversations 
with Venezuelan offcials about Afuni’s case.Q 


Democrats hurting as US senator plans to retire 


U.S. Sen. Ben Nelson, D-Neb., announces his retirement from the 
U.S. Senate, Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2011 outside of his home in Oma¬ 
ha, Neb. Nelson said he will retire rather than seek a third term 
next year, dealing a significant setback to Democratic efforts to 
maintain control of the chamber. 

(AP Photo/Dave Weaver) 


GRANT SCHULTE 
LARRY MARGASAK 
Associated Press 
LINCOLN, Nebraska (AP) — 

Democrats suffered o sig- 
nifcant setback to efforts 
to keep control of the U.S. 
Senate on Tuesday as Sen. 
Ben Nelson said he will re¬ 
tire rather than seek a third 
term next year. 

The 70-year-old conserva¬ 
tive Democrat, whose seat 
is being heavily targeted by 
Republicans in 2012, said in 
a statement that “it’s time 
for me to step away from 
elective offce, spend more 
time with my family, and 
look for new ways to serve 
our state and nation.” 
Republicans, who need to 
net four seats to take back 
the Senate next year, say 
Nebraska has tilted further 
to the right in recent years. 
Nelson is the lone Demo¬ 
crat among the state’s 
five-member congressional 
delegation. 

Nelson recently expressed 
dismay about o divided 
Congress’ inability to pass 
meaningful legislation, frus¬ 
tration that echoed in his 
statement Tuesday. He said 
public offce is “about pro¬ 
moting the common good, 
not the agenda of the radi¬ 
cal right or the radical left.” 
Even as Nelson wavered 
about whether to seek 
another term, he piled up 
campaign cash, hired a 
campaign manager and 
watched his party spend 
more than $1 million on 
ods supporting him. Promi¬ 
nent Nebraska Democrats 
said they were shocked 


by his announcement and 
said they were concerned 
about who they might feld 
against the Republican 
nominee. 

Nelson’s vote in favor of 
Obama’s signature health 
reform measure left Ne¬ 
braska Republicans confi¬ 
dent that they could beat 
him next year. 

The health reforms are 
strongly opposed by many 
Nebraska conservatives, 
and after the vote Re¬ 
publicans immediately 
launched o “Give Ben the 


Boot” campaign. 

“For once Senator Nelson 
has listened to Nebras¬ 
kans,” Nebraska Republi¬ 
can Party Chairman Mark 
Fahleson said Tuesday. 
“The Nebraska Republican 
Party is more focused than 
ever on electing another 
conservative Republican to 
join Sen. Mike Johanns and 
recapturing the U.S. Sen¬ 
ate so that we con reverse 
the damage done by Ben 
Nelson, Washington Dem¬ 
ocrats and the Obama 
Administration.”□ 
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Slain Ind. girl’s grandfather 
was sex offender 


FORT WAYNE, Ind. (AP) — 

To assist her dying father, 
Torah Souders mode a 
choice: She moved her 
three young girls to a run¬ 
down trailer pork in rural In¬ 
diana to help take core of 
him os his lungs rotted from 
emphysema. 

She knew it could be dan¬ 
gerous. The pork of about 
two dozen homes was 
teeming with convicted 
sex offenders, with one 
living at nearly every ad¬ 
dress. She worried about 
neighbors with sex offense 
records who hod been 
helping her father get by, 
according to trailer pork 
residents. And before she 
arrived, she even asked her 
father if her children could 
be at risk for abuse from 
two specific men — includ¬ 
ing a suspect now accused 
in her daughter’s death. 
“He said, ‘No. They will 
not touch your children. 
They’re doing everything 
they’re supposed to do,”’ 
said Greg Shumaker, one 
of 15 convicted sex offend¬ 
ers who live at the pork and 
the other man that Souders 
hod inquired about. 

Weeks later, police soy, a 
horrific tragedy unfolded. 
Her 9-year-old daughter, 
Aliohno Lemmon, was 
brutally killed. Police soy 
39-year-old Michael Plu- 
modore told investigators 
that he bludgeoned her 
to death with a brick, then 
dismembered her and hid 
her head, hands and feet 
at her grandfather’s trailer 
before dumping the other 
remains elsewhere. 
Shumaker said Aliohno’s 



An undated Allen County 
(Ind.) Sheritt’s Department 
photo shows Mike Plumadore. 
Authorities said Monday night, 
Dec. 26, 2011 that Aliahna 
Lemmon had been tound 
dead and Plumadore, 39, who 
was watching Aliahna and 
her two sisters when she went 
missing Friday, was being held 
on a murder charge. 

(AP Photo) 



This undated tile photo pro¬ 
vided by the Allen County 
Sheriff’s Department shows 
Aliahna Lemmon. Lemmon, 9, 
has been found dead, and the 
neighbor who was watching 
her before she disappeared 
was arrested on a murder 
charge Monday night, Dec. 26, 
2011, authorities said, and was 
formally charged with murder 
Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Allen County Sher¬ 
iff’s Department/file) 


family moved there to help 
take core of 66-year-old 
James E. “Shorty” Lemmon, 
who also was o convicted 
sex offender and died Dec. 
3. He sold Lemmon was 
“getting old” and “hod 
trouble breathing.” 
Shumaker sold he intro¬ 
duced Plumadore to Lem¬ 
mon shortly otter Pluma¬ 
dore moved into the trail¬ 
er pork, and Plumadore 
moved in with Lemmon a 
few days later. Shumaker 
sold he knew Lemmon be¬ 
cause they were both sex 
offenders and were in jail 
together. Sheriff’s depart¬ 
ment spokesman CpI. Jer¬ 
emy Tinkel confirmed that 
Lemmon was a sex offend¬ 
er. Indiana Department of 
Correction records show 
he was convicted of child 
molesting in March 2006. 
Paulette Hair, 45, o former 
manager of the trailer pork 
who lives of o nearby trailer 
pork, sold she also knew 
Lemmon was o sex offend¬ 
er. “He stayed out of ev¬ 
erybody’s way,” she sold. 
“Shorty couldn’t take core 
of himself very well.” 

A man who answered the 
door of Souders’ home 
Tuesday afternoon referred 
oil questions to the Allen 
County sheriff’s depart¬ 
ment. The home was one 
of only o few at the trailer 
park — located off an ex¬ 
pressway and across from 
on open field — that dis¬ 
played outward signs of 
children: A small bicycle, 
play car and cars seat sat 
on the wooden porch con¬ 
nected to o long wooden 
romp. □ 


Anti-Semitism ciaims against 
UC Berkeley now dismissed 

BERKELEY, California (AP) — A federal judge has dismissed 
o lawsuit filed by two Jewish students who claimed the 
University of California, Berkeley, fostered on atmosphere 
of anti-Semitism by not doing enough to curb alleged 
harassment during pro-Polestinion protests that included 
mock checkpoints. 

Plaintiff Jessica Felber claimed in the lawsuit that o leader 
of o campus pro-Polestinion group rammed her with o 
shopping corf os she staged o counter-protest to “Apart¬ 
heid Week,” on annual event that compares Israel’s poli¬ 
cies to the institutionalized racism of South Africa’s former 
white government. 

Felber, who graduated lost year, and current undergrad¬ 
uate Brian Moissy sued in March to demand the univer¬ 
sity enact rules to curb what they called ongoing harass¬ 
ment that they said amounted to o violation of their First 
Amendment rights to freedom of religion and speech. 
Much of the alleged harassment, even if true, consti¬ 
tuted protected political speech. Son Francisco U.S. Dis¬ 
trict Judge Richard Seeborg wrote in dismissing the cose 
against the university Thursday. 

Seeborg found that the university itself did not violate the 
plaintiffs’ constitutional rights. Furthermore, he said UC 
Berkeley did not hove o legal obligation to intervene in 
any dispute in which o private individual was allegedly in¬ 
terfering with those rights. 

“The incident in which Felber was assaulted with o shop¬ 
ping cart, for example, did not occur in the context of her 
educational pursuits,” Seeborg wrote. 

“Rather, that event occurred when she, os one person at¬ 
tempting to exercise free speech rights in o public forum 
was allegedly attacked by another person who likewise 
was participating in o public protest in o public forum.” 
Joel Siegol, o lawyer for the plaintiffs, told the Son Francis¬ 
co Chronicle his clients were reviewing their options and 
that the suit hod stimulated dialogue about acceptable 
conduct at the university. 

In the Apartheid Week protests os described in the lawsuit, 
students dressed os soldiers carry fake assault weapons 
and demand to know whether passing students ore Jew¬ 
ish. Felber said she required medical attention os o result 
of the shopping cart incident and obtained o permanent 
restraining order against the alleged assailant. 

The plaintiffs cited what they said was o long history of ha¬ 
rassment of Jewish students by Muslim and pro-Palestinian 
student groups on UC campuses. 

Among those is o high-profile case in Orange County, 
where 10 Muslim students were convicted of misdemean¬ 
ors for disrupting a speech given by an Israeli ambassa¬ 
dor last year at UC Irvine. The students appealed, argu¬ 
ing that the law used to convict them was vague and 
unconstitutional. □ 
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Authorities identify 7 dead in Christmas shootings 


Suit in US 
bullying 
case now 
settled 

NORTHAMPTON, Massa¬ 
chusetts (AP) — A lawsuit 
brought by the parents of 
Phoebe Prince, o 15-year- 
old Irish immigrant in Mas¬ 
sachusetts who commit¬ 
ted suicide after relentless 
bullying, was settled for 
$225,000, according to 
documents made public 
Tuesday. 

The settlement with the 
town of South Hadley and 
its school department was 
reached more than a year 
ago, but the details were 
kept under wraps until a 
journalist won a court order 
for the release of the infor¬ 
mation. 

The documents show that 
Prince’s parents settled 
claims against the town 
and its school department 
for $225,000. In return, the 
parents promised to re¬ 
lease the plaintiffs from any 
further claims. 

The documents were re¬ 
leased by the American 
Civil Liberties Union of Mas¬ 
sachusetts, which repre¬ 
sented Slate reporter Em¬ 
ily Bazelon in her bid to 
for the disclosure of the 
settlement.□ 


DANNY ROBBINS 
JAMIE STENGLE 
Associated Press 
GRAPEVINE, Texas (AP) — A 

man facing marital and fi¬ 
nancial problems killed his 
estranged wife, two teen¬ 
age children and three 
other family members 
on Christmas Day while 
dressed as Santa Claus 
before turning the gun on 
himself, authorities said 
Tuesday. It appeared they 
had been opening pres¬ 
ents around their Christmas 
tree just before the attack. 
The Iran-born Aziz Yazdan- 
panoh became the focus 
of detectives after his sport 
utility vehicle was found 
outside the apartment, 
and police believe he 
made o silent call to emer¬ 
gency services. 

“The Persian community is 
devastated,” said Mashy 
Modjdehi, a friend of both 
Yazdanpanah’s wife of 24 
years, Fatemah Rahmati, 
and her sister, Zohreh, who 
also was killed. 

Modjdehi called the two 
sisters “the nicest people in 
the world — angels.” Rah¬ 
mati filed for bankruptcy 
in August 2010 and sepa¬ 
rated from Yazdanpanah in 
the midst of the bankrupt¬ 
cy. Her attorney, George 
Barnes, said his notes show 
that Rahmati told him, 
“Please don’t talk to the 


husband at all.” 

Barnes said Yazdanpanah 
initially accompanied his 
wife to meetings related to 
the bankruptcy and listed 


his occupation as “self-em¬ 
ployed.” Modjdehi said the 
family’s financial troubles 
intensified about four years 
ago when Yazdanpanah 
stopped working in the 
mortgage business. Mod¬ 
jdehi said Yazdanpanah 
had long forbid Rahmati to 
work. But once he became 


unemployed, his wife held 
down jobs at two spas, the 
friend said. “She worked 
hard to keep the family to¬ 
gether, but he wasn’t will¬ 


ing to do anything,” Modj¬ 
dehi said. 

After the 2010 bankruptcy 
was dismissed, Yazdan¬ 
panah, often referred to 
as “Bob,” remained in the 
home. 

Neighbors said there were 
few signs of discord. Fred 
Ditmars, who lives across the 


street, said he was unaware 
that Yazdanpanah’s wife 
and children had moved 
out. Ditmars said the en¬ 
tire family was around last 


summer for a series of ga¬ 
rage sales, and Yazdanpa¬ 
nah volunteered at a high 
school debate tournament 
where his daughter was a 
participant. 

“He was, from everything 
that we sow, actively en¬ 
gaged with his children,” 
Ditmars said. □ 



Grapevine police investigate the scene where they tound seven people dead outside Dallas in 
Grapevine, Texas. A man toeing marital and tinancial problems killed his estranged wite, two 
teenage children and three other tomily members on Christmas Day while dressed as Santa 
Claus betore turning the gun on himselt, authorities said Tuesday. 

(AP Photo/The Dallas Morning News, Michael Ainsworth) 
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Ambitious Northeastern expanding its geographical reach 


TAMAR LEWIN 
© 2011 New York Times 

After a century firmly an¬ 
chored in Boston, North¬ 
eastern University is 
branching out - becoming 
Southeastern, Northwest¬ 
ern and perhaps Western 
and Midwestern os well. 
Northeastern, known for its 
co-op program in which 
undergraduates spend sig¬ 
nificant amounts of time 
in the workplace, opened 
its first satellite campus this 
toll in Charlotte, N.C., and 
is planning o second in Se¬ 
attle next year; outposts in 
Austin, Texas, Minnesota 
and Silicon Valley ore un¬ 
der discussion. 

The goal is to offer mas¬ 
ter’s degrees in industries 
like cybersecurity, health 
informatics and project 
management, matching 
programs with each city’s 
industries and labor needs, 
through a mix of virtual 
learning and fly-ins from 
professors based in Boston 


(tuition will be the same as 
at the main campus). 

While higher education has 
long been seen os a local 
enterprise, with universities 
deeply enmeshed in their 
communities, the explo¬ 
sion of online institutions, 
particularly for-profit career 
colleges like the University 
of Phoenix and the Educa¬ 
tion Management Corp., 
has changed that dynam¬ 
ic. Northeastern, which is 
spending $60 million to sup¬ 
port the expansion, is per¬ 
haps the most ambitious 
of a handful of brick-ond- 
mortor institutions looking 
to broaden their footprint in 
new markets and with new 
methods of instruction os 
they worry about maintain¬ 
ing enrollment and control¬ 
ling costs. 

“This is o time of huge tran¬ 
sition in an industry that 
hasn’t changed much 
since the Middle Ages,” 
said Charles P. Bird, o for¬ 
mer vice president of Ohio 




Cheryl Richards, left, a regional dean for Northeastern University, 
speaks with Pat Riley while giving a tour of the new satellite cam¬ 
pus in Charlotte, N.C. Northeastern, based in Boston, is branch¬ 
ing out to satellite campuses across the nation to offer master's 
programs that are designed to mesh with each city's industries 
and labor needs. 

(John W. Adkisson/The New York Times) 


University who helped de¬ 
velop the institution’s online 
offerings and now works 
os o consultant. “Higher 
education is going from 
traditional face-to-face 
delivery, and the unexom- 


ined assumption that that 
is good, to thinking about 
delivering o high-quality 
online experience, whether 
fully online or hybrid.” 
Northeastern has hired 261 
tenured and tenure-track 


professors in the past five 
years, about twice as many 
as in the previous five, and 
plans to add 200 in the next 
three years - all of whom 
will be based at the home 
campus in Boston. 

“There’s been o real knowl¬ 
edge explosion that has 
created new industries with 
new needs for expertise,” 
said Joseph E. Aoun, the 
university’s president. “We 
don’t wont to moke the 
mistake the railways did. 
They didn’t think of them¬ 
selves os being broadly in 
the transportation industry, 
so they missed the opportu¬ 
nity to build air travel. We’re 
in the business of higher ed¬ 
ucation, and where there’s 
a new space, we want to 
step in.” 

Until recently, most universi¬ 
ties looking to expand have 
gone overseas, starting 
branches in regions where 
U.S.-style higher education 
is a huge draw: first in Qatar 
and the United Arab Emir¬ 
ates, where oil revenues 
hove paid for elaborate 
buildings and hefty bonus¬ 
es for U.S. faculty members, 
and more recently Chino 
and Singapore.^ 


Buccaneer Restaurant 


Early Bird Special 

5 Course Entree S23.95 per person 5:30-7:00pm 


Appetizer 


Fish Soup 
CJiitkcTi Soup 
bscarigol 


Entree 


Elrejdcd Frcfih Calth With CocMut Shfinip 
oz. Twin Ternkrioin with Mu-shnooms 
tlalf Chicken 


Dessert 


CajTrtc] FJan 
[cc CresiTi 
CofTcc or Tea 


Crab Cakes 


For RcservaisOiiS 

Phase ceil <297} S86-6m 
or emaii m at; 



Jom us 6 days a u wA 
Monday'- Saturday 
S:Mipm - iOpm 

between hi & Itiw risn 


Lgancf ciomiftrwwt ont'jT?i«7jiriVirLr 


Come Oft iu mui relax u'ith J Decfides of deiicioNS entrees served iu' 
ftar/rieitdly stajf and diite under our Uftdenn'aier grotfo seiii/tf!'. 
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THE PELICAN nest ^ Sunset Dimer experime ".../ 

) Present this & enjoy a FREE CEV^ICHE 
per couple with your 3 course meal. 


The ef Palm Be^ch, loeeted on the Ceribbean Ocean aml'd turquaiae waters 
and fresh sunny breawSr The fngny offers an impressive selection of fresh 
Seafood, Internallonal dishes, a relaKln^ almosphene, exclusive seating for dinner 
and Ihe opEion while dinning to feed line nsh. 

itctied benrufl RolMiv isn md ntvi URda Rnoit * WNNiuNctn-anibacon 


For reservations call; 

5B62259 


U.S. clears path for Yemen chief to get care 



Yemen President Ali Abdullah Saleh at the presidential palace 
in Sanaa, Yemen. The Obama administration has decided in 
principie to aiiow the embattied president ot Yemen, Aii Abdui- 
iah Saieh, to enter the United States tor medicai treatment, sub¬ 
ject to certain assurances, two administration officiais said. 

(Bryan Denton/The New York Times) 


MARK LANDLER 
ERIC SCHMin 
© 2011 New York Times 
HONOLULU - The Obama 
administratian has decid¬ 
ed in principle to allow the 
embattled president of Ye¬ 
men, Ali Abdullah Saleh, to 
enter the United States for 
medical treatment, subject 
tc certain assurances, two 
administration officials said 
Mcnday. But those condi¬ 
tions - including a proposed 
itinerary - have not yet 
been submitted to the U.S. 
Embassy in Yemen, these of¬ 
ficials said, and no visa has 
yet been issued to Saleh. 
The decision of whether to 
admit Yemen’s longtime 
leader has stirred a vigorous 
debate within the adminis¬ 
tration, with some officials 
fearing sharp criticism for 
appearing to provide a safe 
haven for a reviled Arab 
figure responsible for the 
death of hundreds of anti¬ 
government protesters. The 
complex negotiations over 
Saleh’s visa request, and 
conflicting reports over its 
progress, attest to the high 
stakes for the administra¬ 
tion, which urgently wonts 
to secure room for political 
progress in Yemen but does 
not want to allow Saleh to 
use a medical visit as a way 
to shore up his political posi¬ 


tion. Nor do they want to 
play into Saleh’s penchant 
for keeping people off kil¬ 
ter. 

If allowed to enter, Saleh 
would be the first Arab 
leader to request, and to 
be granted, admission to 
the U.S. since political un¬ 
rest began convulsing the 
region a year ago. 

One administration official 
said that there was no fur¬ 
ther “impediment” to issu¬ 
ing Saleh a visa and that 
he could arrive at NewY- 
ork-Presbytericn Hospital 
as soon as the end of this 
week for additional treat¬ 


ment of medical problems 
stemming from a near-fa¬ 
tal bomb blast in June at 
the mosque in his presiden¬ 
tial complex. Although the 
administration had been 
concerned that approval 
would anger the many Ye¬ 
menis eager to see Saleh 
prosecuted for the bloody 
clashes between secu¬ 
rity forces and protesters, 
some believe that giving 
him a way out of Yemen, 
even temporarily, could 
help smooth the way to 
elections next year and 
perhaps end a political 
crisis that has brought the 


government of the impov¬ 
erished nation to the brink 
of collapse. 

“In the end, we felt there 
was enough good to be 
gained that it was worth 
managing the criticism 
that we’d get, including 
any comparisons to past 
episodes,” said the official, 
who spoke on the condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
the arrangement was still 


being completed. 

The official was referring to 
President Jimmy Carter’s 
decision in 1979 to admit 
the ailing shah of Iran, Mo¬ 
hammed Reza Pahlavi, into 
the U.S. for medical treat¬ 
ment. That so infuriated the 
Islamic revolutionaries who 
had overthrown the shah 
that they stormed the U.S. 
Embassy in Tehran and took 
52 Americans hostage.□ 


US teen, 2 others found 
dead in western Mexico 


MARK STEVENSON 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — The 

body of a U.S. teenager has 
been found in the trunk of 
a burned-out car in western 
Mexico along with the bod¬ 
ies of two other youths. 
Prosecutors in Michoacan 
state say the car holding 
the remains of the three 


young men was found on a 
roadside on Christmas Eve. 
The other two victims were 
Mexican men aged 21 and 
24. 

All three were from or had 
family in the nearby village 
of Quiringuicharo, Michoa¬ 
can. 

An employee of the pros¬ 
ecutors’ office who was not 


authorized to be quoted by 
name said 

Tuesday that the U.S. teen 
has been identified as 
18-year-old Alexis Uriel Mcr- 
ron. 

The office had no informa¬ 
tion on his home town, but 
the Chicago Tribune report¬ 
ed he was from the Chica¬ 
go arec.Q 



Restaurant 


We are Celebrating our 
25 th Anniversary 
with a 4-course 
Dinner Special! 

C^AppetizerA * ^'sh Soup 
^-—-^ • Onion Soup 

• Conch Fritters 

• Escargot 

• Salad 

(^^ntree^^ • Fresh Catch of the Day 

^-prepared by our local chef just the way you like It. 

• Jumbo Shrimp from our local waters, 
breaded served with potato or rice or 
with garlic tossed over linguine. 

• Filet Mignon* 8 oz. us Tenderloin 

• Grilled Boneless Chicken Breast 


Dessert 


• Chocolate or Banana Cake 

• Ice Cream ^-- 


Coffee / Tea 


This special cannot be used with any 
other promotions, vouchers or certificates. 


Authentic^Aruban Seafood 


25th ANNIVERSARY 

J 

Open daily from 5:00pm - 10:30pm (closed on Tuesdays) 
For reservations call: 583-2515 - Klipstraat 12, Downtown. 
www.driftwoodaruba.com • driftwood@setarnet.aw 
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Iran threatens to block oil if West sets new sanctions 



A female employee of fhe Iranian Inferior AAinisfry works on her compufer, os o porfroif of su¬ 
preme leader Ayofolloh All Khamenei is seen on o screen, of fhe counfry's elections heodquor- 
fers in Tehran, Iron, Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2011. Iran warned Tuesday fhaf if would block fhe Sfraif 
of Hormuz, fhe world's mosf imporfanf oil fransif poinf, if Wesfern powers affempf fo impose an 
embargo on Iranian pefroleum exporfs in fheir campaign fo isolafe fhe counfry over ifs suspecf 
nuclear energy program. 

(AP Phofo/Vahid Salem!) 


RICK GLADSTONE 
© 2011 New York Times 

Iran warned Tuesday that 
it would block the Strait of 
Hormuz, the world’s most 
important oil transit point, 
if Western powers attempt 
to impose on embargo on 
Iranian petroleum exports 
in their campaign to isolate 
the country over its suspect 
nuclear energy program. 
The warning, issued by 
Vice President Moham¬ 
mad Rezo Rohimi, come 
as Iran’s naval forces were 
in the midst of o 10-day 
war games exercise in o 
vast area of the Arabian 
Sea and Gulf of Oman. The 
Strait of Hormuz, a narrow 
passage that connects the 
Gulf of Oman to the Persian 
Gulf, is the route for one 
third of the world’s oil-tank¬ 
er traffic. 

“If Iran oil is banned not a 
single drop of oil will pass 
through Hormuz Strait,” Ra- 
himi was quoted as saying 
by the official Islamic Re¬ 


public News Agency at a 
conference in Tehran. “We 
are not interested in any 
hostility. Our motto is friend¬ 
ship and brotherhood, but 


Westerners are not willing 
to abandon their plots.” Ra- 
himi appeared to be refer¬ 
ring to efforts under way by 
the United States and Euro¬ 


pean Union to restrict Iran’s 
ability to sell oil, its most 
important export, os port 
of their increasingly strict 


economic sanctions in re¬ 
sponse to Iran’s uranium 
enrichment program. Iran 
contends the program is 
purely peaceful, but o U.N. 
report issued lost month 
raised the possibility that 
it is clandestinely working 
on o nuclear weapon and 
missile delivery system. 

EU ministers hove said they 
will take up the question 
over whether to boycott 
Iranian oil in coming weeks, 
and the U.S. Gongress 
passed a measure this 
month that could poten¬ 
tially choke Iranian oil ex¬ 
ports. Although the United 
States does not buy Iran’s 
oil, the measure could 
discourage other buy¬ 
ers, even those who hove 
friendly relations with the 
United States, by restrict¬ 
ing their access to the U.S. 
market if they do business 
with Iran’s Gentrol Bonk, the 
principal conduit for Iranian 
oil transactions. □ 
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HESTAUHAHT 


Festive New Yearns 
Eve Laguna Package 


tncludcs: frimc Klb Nij^i fiulTct, open ^:30pni lo lOsDOpm 
Pollnu^d by a Nenv Vvat'^h Ew Party iii the Grand Caribbean 
boJIfooni. R^senralion & 

PrejifMyntimi r^ijuiryJ 


Prime Rib 
Night Buffet 

Seized 5:3Dptti IO;DOprn 
Retervaimn required 


Early Sunset Grille A La Carte 

Ftom G:(X^m la 7tD0pni 

Onr welwme aignaturr ceettaJI, rciin|jlinienlary^ per person 
Resenralion tvquitvd 

Tropical New Year’s Eve 
Pool Party 

IficludeK: A 4'c:uuT:i4e Sieak fit Lubaier dining experience 
with premium open bur & livrjnzz Entertniniricnl 
Hester-^'ALinntiE at S:00 piti 

FolJcKwcd by n New Vc-ar'E Eve Pkrly in tbt Grand CaribbcAn 
Ballroom. Rys^r^'aiicnt 
&: Pr*iyayJt»int rvguired 


Frle*a arv hiflmrivai 
AdullE 113 ^ 

^ Teem, IS, to 1 ? jmx 
OdkttcBr uthlcf ISycati 
CSuldRo'i ■Deny f4S 


Far fescrvatioita ancBor addiiioitit] Snrurmaitoa cnlh Coucier^ +Z97-5S&'G8J5^ex[t 061^. 

Emaili mdiNaonHroncicirgr^y'dtpoln-vtoiini-rom OR, aanwlgri-lIrfaTadii’aciiiiaruha-ro'ni 

Or visit OUT HolLday RcsrrvHtmn t>rsk in the Main Lobby, from Monday, Dtctmbcr Zfith; Hi^am lo 5:30pm 


^ AJUJBA 

ilESOflT,C«|NO*SFA 


Open liwi tSmnalDlffi im 
PeaeuHiiiaii it Give Amjhi iicaniiiK u ftM p« 
Lira oitciiBinairDi 

QiMKilMgiar UUl U ta>tlai|(t|I inlli 'jAnj ftvin 


Elegant New Year’s Eve 
dinner package at the 
Sunset Grille 


Lneludesi: A sumptuaus. diiiing napeHence in out 
AAA ^-Diamond rated rcrtatirnnt, with prrmiinn open bar 
Eleservaiioja siajriin]{ at StOOpin.-^ A La Carte Menu 
Followed by a New Veaj^s Eve Porty in the GrAnd CaribbeAn 
Ballrconi, ifej^eetmfian & Zb¥}Jo;t'men/ nt^vired 


New Year’s Eve Party Grand 
Caribbean Ballroom^ 10pm 

Premium open bar liU I:30ant 

LIVE en tertainment And Hanring with The Sbern'ea 
ChampBj;ne TodAi at Midnight 
PWrty Favtmv 


PcioH a» Inc3a*fv#t 
. AdiJb: fSA 

Teow, 12 (o ITywre $+0 
Chfldrm, under IS ynre 115 


hdsH AR ImlBAlm 

AdulKiSS 

TecfiA, ISu ITyeanifSO 
CtnUiBi, under IS ymi: tlG 


Pri«« uw Incfaalvet 
Adulw t9d 

tWuL, IS (□ Uyeari: f55 
Chfldrcf>H under IS ynni fS5 


Pricee are iadtuheq 
AduhK)l7J 

★ Tfceni, IJin 17 ’^■rc flOP 
diiUlKD, under 12'^iuv 
Choldjen'* ownu M5 


Send the Old Yearojf uf 

Happy 

Hbur 


Opm fiwi iMO im tv SrW |ttd 
lldfipy Ituir friHB 'bOO ]iBi m Jtin pm 


Muiiiij A VToit 

Opeatnun ll’N'oaaba 1:30ani 
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JDIWORLD HEWS 


SIOCISI 


SAIL, SNORKEL, 
SWUM & SWING! 

DAILY 9-1:30pm $57pp 
Visit 3 Great sites 
with BBQ, Open Bar, 
Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON 

SNORKEL 

DAILY 2:30-5:30pm 
$38pp Shorter version 
with Open Bar, Gear 
& Ropeswing! 


SUNSET 

SAIL 

Mon & Fri 5-7pm 
only $30pp 
Open Bar included 
& Ropeswing! 


Tue, Wed, Thur, Fri 
6:30-9:30pm only $75pp 
Join our crew for Pirate Feast, 
Open Bar & Ropeswing! 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at SAVG $10 pGI* COUplG/pOl* COUpOII 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott fQf moFIlillS & dinnGF CFUiSC 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid —^ ^ ® 

For direct telephone reservations /C A^l 55 per COUpje/per COUpOII 

ONLY - Present coupon at boarding 9oO V ■ / ■ 090 *Or AftemOOII CrUISe 


Afghanistan to disband irreguiar poiice force 


MAHHEW ROSENBERG 
ALISSA J. RUBIN 
© 2011 New York Times 
KABUL, Afghanistan - Af¬ 
ghan President Hamid 
Karzai has taken steps ta 
disband a little-knawn, ir¬ 
regular police force fi¬ 
nanced by the U.S. military 
with members in at least 
four northern provinces. 
Some members of the 
force are former militiamen 
and thugs known as much 
for extorting money from 
ordinary citizens os for in¬ 
timidating insurgents and 
upholding the law. 

The decision by appeared 
aimed at stopping at 
least some of the militias 
that are beyond the con¬ 
trol of his administration 
and could one day chal¬ 
lenge the government. It 
also appeared to be on 
effort to constrain the in¬ 
dependence of northern 
Afghanistan, where strong¬ 
men and power brokers, 
especially the governor of 
Baikh province, have often 
seemed to operate with 


only nominal deference to 
the central government in 
Kabul. Additionally, it was 
o slop at NATO, which has 


hod o hand in establishing 
this particular force, known 
as the Critical Infrastructure 
Police. 


For Karzai, the potential 
long-term threat posed by 
on irregular police force 
outweighed any short-term 


gains it could deliver, said 
Shoido M. Abdali, Afghani¬ 
stan’s deputy notional se¬ 
curity adviser. The force is 


distinct from o for larger 
irregular police force, the 
Afghan Local Police, which 
Karzai is preserving, and 
which is under the control 
of the Interior Ministry. 

“We don’t want o force 
that is likely to be out of 
control. We don’t wont o 
force that will become o 
future security threat,’’ Ab¬ 
dali said. 

The Critical Infrastructure 
Police has members in 
Bolkh, Kunduz, Jowzjon, 
and Foryob provinces, ac¬ 
cording to o letter sent this 
month to the governors of 
those provinces by Moj. 
Gen. Markus Kneip of Ger¬ 
many, the head of NATC’s 
Regional Command North. 
Korzoi’s disbandment an¬ 
nouncement, released 
Sunday, said the force also 
operates in Sar-i-Pul prov¬ 
ince. The force, officially set 
up in August by Regional 
Command North, was or¬ 
ganized in part to fill a secu¬ 
rity gap, but it also appears 
to have been an effort to 
get control of the scores of 


often lawless militia groups 
that intimidate residents in 
the region. In Kunduz prov¬ 
ince, for instance, local offi¬ 
cials and tribal leaders said 
that many of the infrastruc¬ 
ture police officers were 
simply militiamen renamed. 
Numbering 1,200 to 1,700 
men, according to the es¬ 
timates of local officials, 
the infrastructure police of¬ 
ficers ore untrained, mostly 
self-armed or armed by the 
strongmen who ore their 
patrons. They do not wear 
uniforms. Formerly unpaid, 
the force’s members used 
to routinely extort money, 
food, fuel and other sup¬ 
port in areas under their ju¬ 
risdiction. NATO then used 
o U.S. discretionary fund 
to pay monthly salaries of 
$150 per officer and $200 
per commander, partly in 
hopes that they would stop 
such behavior. But it still 
happens, according to lo¬ 
cal police officials, one of 
whom described the force 
members os “thieves and 
lowlifes.’’□ 



A member of the Critical Infrastructure Police prepares to 
escort village elders back to their homes following a lunch at 
their compound in the Charbolak district in the Baikh Province 
of Afghanistan. The Afghan president has taken steps to 
disband this irregular police force financed by the American 
military,some of them former militia members and thugs known 
for extorting ordinary citizens rather than intimidating insurgents 
and upholding the law. 

(Bryan Denton/The New York Times) 
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Russian domestic political leader under Putin is reassigned 


ELLEN BARRY 
© 2011 New York Times 
MOSCOW - The Kremlin on 
Tuesday announced the re¬ 
assignment of Vladislav Y. 
Surkov, the “gray cardinal” 
who has overseen Russia's 
domestic political scene 
for more than a decade. 
The reassignment, made in 
the midst of a new protest 
movement against Vladimir 
Putin, Russia's paramount 
leader, suggested that Pu¬ 
tin is prepared to make 
changes in the tightly con¬ 
trolled system that emerged 
during his first and second 
presidential terms. 

Surkov, the deputy head 
of the president's admin¬ 
istration, is considered the 
architect of fhe sysfem un¬ 
der Putin and his protege 
and successor as president, 
Dmitry Medvedev, which 
Surkov christened “sover¬ 
eign democracy.” He will 
now oversee modernization 
and innovation as a deputy 
prime minister, but will take 
no role in domestic politics. 
Russia's political system has 
come under unprecedent¬ 
ed pressure this month from 
protesters who complain 
that elections offer them no 
alternative to Putin's rigid 
model. Former finance min¬ 
ister Aleksei L. Kudrin, who 
this month presented him¬ 
self as a pofenfial leader for 
disgruntled liberals, said the 
move affecting Surkov sug¬ 
gests “political reforms are 
going to continue.” 

“I consider him one of the 
designers of the system,” Ku- 



Vladislav Surkov speaks at a news conference in Moscow. 
Surkov, the deputy head of the Russian president's administra¬ 
tion, was reassigned on Tuesday, Dec. 27,2011, in a move made 
in the midst of a protest movement against Viadimir Putin. 

(James Hiii/The New York Times) 


drin said in an interview with 
Kommersant-FM. “Now, the 
system is being reconsid¬ 
ered. Other organizers are 
needed, with other views 
on the political system.” 
Surkov, an advertising prod¬ 
igy who was brought into 
government toward the 
end of the Yeltsin era, has 
argued for years fhat cen- 
fralizing power in the Krem¬ 
lin was a matter of survival 
affer the 1990s. He acknowl¬ 
edged last year that “cen¬ 
tralization has reached the 
limits of its capacity,” but 
attempts to cultivate new 
parties were often discon¬ 
tinued if they showed signs 
of slipping ouf of Kremlin 
control. 


Asked Tuesday why he was 
leaving, Surkov responded: 
“Stabilization devours its 
young.” 'He went on to say 
that he had requested a re¬ 
assignment. Asked whether 
he would take a role in 
settling down the protests, 
Surkov said no. 

“I am too odious for this 
brave new world,” he said, 
in a short interview with the 
Interfax news service. 

He then summed up his 
achievements at a report¬ 
er's request. “I was among 
the people who helped 
President Yeltsin realize a 
peaceful transfer of pow¬ 
er,” he said. “I was among 
those who helped Presi¬ 
dent Putin stabilize the po¬ 
litical system. I was among 
those who helped President 
Medvedev liberalize it.” “I 
hope I did not undermine 
my employers and my col¬ 


leagues,” he said. “Democ¬ 
racy was preserved, reno¬ 
vated and by the acts of 
Dec. 22,” when Medvedev 
proposed a swathe of sub- 
sfanfive polifical changes, 
“if was franslated to a work¬ 
ing state. I hope it will suc¬ 
cessfully make if fhrough 
the trials ahead. It was good 
work. There were, of course, 
enough misfakes, but let's 
talk about that another 
time.” -In September, bil¬ 
lionaire Mikhail D. Prokhorov 
called a news conference 
where he called for Surkov's 
ouster and described him as 
“a puppet master who long 
ago privatized the political 
system, who has long misin¬ 
formed the Russian leader¬ 
ship about what is going on 
in the political system, puts 
pressure on the media, and 
tries to manipulate citizens' 
opinions. ”□ 


THE CINEMAS 

thecinemas.aw 


Valid till Dec. 28 


1 AT RENAISSANCE | 

1 AT PASEO HERENCIA | 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 

GHOST PROTOCOL 

daily: 5.45-8.45 NEW 

matinee: 2.45 _ 

late show; 11.45 Hi IPG-13 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 

GHOST PROTOCOL 

daily: 5.15-8.15 NlW 

matinee: 2.15 _JIT.. 

late show: 11.15 B3 P6-13I 

ADVENTURE OF TINTIN ^ 

daily: 5.45-8.15 IVJ 

matinee: 12.30 - 3.00 —„=n., Sf 
late show: 11.00 S3M|WI PG 

ADVENTURE OF TINTIN ^ 

daily: 4.15-6.45-9.15 W 

matinee: 1.45 ^ i 

late show: 11.45 03M|W PG 1 

WE BOUGHT A ZOO _ 

daily: 5.30-8.30 NEW 

matinee: , 

late show: 11.15 LPG_ 

WE BOUGHT A ZOO _ 

daily: 6.15-9.00 ipj 

matinee: , 

late show: 11.45 _PGJ 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 3 

daily: 5.15-7.30-9.45 

matinee: 12.45-3.00 

late show: 12.00 L_GJ 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 3 

daily: 4.15-6.30-8.45 

matinee: 12.00-2.00 i ^ i 

late show: 11.00 L G-J 

NEW YEARS EVE 

daily: 6.15-9.00 

matinee: 

late show: 11.45 Hi IPG-13 

NEW YEARS EVE 

daily: 5.30-8.15 

matinee: 12.00-2.45 hb .i^i 

late show: 11.00 “ PG-131 

YOUNG ADULT 

daily: 

matinee: 12.45-3.15 ^ , 

late show: B9I R 1 

ARTHUR CHRISTMAS 3D 
daily: B 

matinee: 12.30-3.30 ™ 

late show: 1 PG 

YOUNG ADULT 

daily: 

matinee: 1.15-3.45 

late show: Hi R 1 

ARTHUR CHRISTMAS 3D 

daily: ^ 

matinee: 1.00-3.30 ™ 

late show: PG 1 


NEW KIDSNITRO 

daily: 5.15-7.30-9.30 

matinee: 

late show: 11.30 

HAPPY FEET 2 2D SP 

daily: 

matinee: 12.15-2.45 

late show: 


NOVAZEMBLA 

daily: 6.00-8.30 

matinee: M , 

late show: 11.15 PG-131 


^ = subtitulos en Espahol 


Matinee: fri - wed | Late show: fri & sat 
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At Rodisson Aruba Resort Casino & Spa 
From ll;(]Comlo2:Mpni 

A unique brunch experience combining 

/\ uni* 


Hi 




Price: $35 p.p,+ service charge 

Teen 12-17 years = $20. Children 6-11 years = $12 
Kids under six are FREE 

Se^iting ovelDoking the tropical gofden or Indoor In the conditioned dining room. 

live EnterlobninenI 






ARUBA 
RESORT. CASIWO & SfA 

Reservations: fii 12 and 526 6613 
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« SPORTS BAR AND GRILL 

MONDAY - FRIDAY FROM 2PM - 7PM 


MT'JHIIUB 


UIIPPY $3 selected Beer 

$4 Mixed House Drinks 

Full kitclien open lal 


Srd ANNUAL 
. Bod Ba^ 

wllli'CASH PrkZBS 


OPEN MONDAY - FfTIDAV 2:00P.M. f SATURDAY - SUNDAY 12P.M. open early for FOOTBALL MATCHES 


For Wall Street deal-makers, sometimes it pays to be bad 


STEVEN M. DAVIDOFF 
© 2011 New York Times 

Instead of awarding F’s for 
the worst deals and deal¬ 
making of the year, I am 
going to focus on two of 
the year’s biggest buyouts. 
The first: J.Crew’s $3 billion 
buyout by its chief execu¬ 
tive, Millard S. Drexler, and 
the private equity firms 
TPG Capitol and Leonard 
Green & Partners. The sec¬ 
ond: Del Monte Foods’ $5.3 
billion acquisition by Kohl- 
berg Kravis Roberts & Co., 
Vestor Capitol Partners and 
Centerview Capitol. 

Both acquisitions showed 
that sometimes being bod 


pays very well. 

In the J.Crew deal, Drexler 
spent seven weeks plan¬ 
ning o management buy¬ 
out of the retailer with TPG 
and Leonard Green before 
he informed the J.Crew 
board of his intentions. At 
the lost minute the buyout 
group lowered the price 
it was offering, making o 
“take-it-or-leove-it” offer 
that appeared to cow the 
J.Crew board into o lower- 
price deal. The Delaware 
judge overseeing the litiga¬ 
tion that was later brought 
over the matter observed 
that the conduct of Drexler 
and his friends was “icky.” 



Oponlng Nourv; 

^ 9 AM . pif 


H a q.riifJlesc uje^diiiA nl m a I s 

AHIIItA'S IIAlilJA l M<H>L I 

SO i>iliti{lNi si^l t II s 




i, 


— Of J 


-1-297 593 5363 


Atlo ViEla 1 Cnoxt Id The chapel) 


w w w. p h ■ 11 p s a ft) m A A r Eli o com 


In the cose of Del Monte, 
the investment bonk Bar¬ 
clays Capital, which was 
representing Del Monte, 
was accused of bringing 
together Del Monte’s even¬ 
tual private equity buyers, 
KKR, Vestar Capital Part¬ 
ners and Centerview, turn¬ 
ing possible competing 
bidders into allies. Barclays 
subsequently moved from 
representing Del Monte to 
providing financing for the 
buyers. Another Delaware 
judge wrote o scathing 
opinion in which he ques¬ 
tioned the conduct of both 
Barclays and the Del Monte 
board for allowing Barclays 
to arrange and finance this 



Aruiia Home Miniiers NW 

'Ydur Paa[:s dt Mir>d in Paradi-sa' 


AixitKa's pfamiar praparly marva^nunl/rantat company 
Cu^ldmtzed properly managentent pacfages 
CompeCBlive oommissian ral&s 
Mo msrkeiii^g fees 

Fully inspired info j gtaru b ariofnemindgrg-own 
www.^tybaiTwsminders.cOT_cell: 733-4663 




Ruby 37 

This well maintained 
property with beautiful 
views on 691 m^ of land is 
located in North. 

The property comes with 
swimming pool,Jacuzzi, 
alarm system, landscaped 
garden, covered back patio, 
garage, 3 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms 

This property is avaiiabie 

right away! 


Best & Solid Real Estate 


U5$ 1.100.00C 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 


Two of the biggest deals of 
2011, the buyouts of J.Crew 
and Del Monte Foods, were re¬ 
opened to bidders after share¬ 
holders sued, but the shabby 
conduct in both cases was 
reiativeiy unpenaiized. 

(Harry Campbeii/The New 
York Times) 

bidding consortium. 

In both deals, litigation was 
brought before the take¬ 
overs could be completed. 
As o remedy, both deals 
were reopened and new 
bidders were invited to 
ensure that there was full 
and open bidding for the 
companies. No new bidder 
emerged for either compa- 
ny.This was no surprise. 

In J.Grew’s case, Drexler is 
the creative force behind 
the preppy clothing com¬ 
pany. But Drexler repeat¬ 
edly expressed his desire 
to work only with TPG and 
Leonard Green while some¬ 
times saying halfheartedly 
that he might work with 
others. Without his cooper¬ 
ation, no other bidder was 
likely to appear.Q 
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At the Wesfin Aruba Resort 

Tiara Air Management and Employees Enjoy a Christmas Gala 


Palm Beach - In his warm, 
informal address, Managing 
Director and CEO Alejan¬ 
dro Muyale welcomed the 
employees of General Air 
Services and Tiara Air to the 
Palm Beach ballroom, con¬ 
gratulating them on a year 
of growth and significant 
achievement. 

Under his leadership, both 
companies almost doubled 
in size over the past few 
years, and while General Air 
Services now handles most 
incoming flights at Reina 
Beatrix Airport Tiara Air grew 
to include additional desti¬ 
nation and best of all now 
boost a new aircraft, and a 
second one is on the way, o 
Boeing 737 named Arawak, 
painted in the official Aruba 
logo and colors, which al¬ 
lows the airliner to fly bigger 
distances increasing its pas¬ 
senger count, to Curogao, 
Bonaire, various destination 
in Colombia & two airports 
in Venezuela. 

The evening's awards cere¬ 
mony was emceed by Nelio 
Gomes Da Silva. Alejandro 
Muyale and Anouska de 
Cuba presented top Tiara 
Air performer with a plaque, 
and a gift. 

As Employee of the Year 
for Tiara Air, Mike Hagedo- 
orn outshone and outper¬ 
formed all others with his 
efforts to prepare and train 
new cabin crews for the 
growing airline, making sure 
the new cabin personnel is 
mentally and professionally 
ready to handle passengers 
and safety procedures. Pic¬ 
tured here Mike and Tioro Air 
management. 

The Westin culinary team 
served o spectacular holi¬ 
day buffet and Tsunami 
entertained, filling the 
donee floor with the airline's 
employees, reservations 
agents, as well as Jet-Blue, 
Delta and United Airlines 
representatives. □ 
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PWC Meets Santa at Garufa Ultra Lounge 
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Oranjestad - The crew of PWC met 
Santa at Garufa Ultra Lounge hav¬ 
ing enjoyed a great dinner party 
at El Gaucho Argentine Grill. Santa 


was personally delivering gifts 
to all Tax, Assurance, Advi¬ 
sory and Business Account¬ 
ing Services, team members. 
Nevertheless, after receiving 
theirs envelopes, true to their 
analytical minds, they tried 
to challenge Santa, giving 
him an accounting audit and 
a technical evaluation with 
questions such as, how does 
he manage the visit approxi¬ 
mately 378 million children in 
just 31 hours - taking into con¬ 
sideration different time zones 
- sliding down and then up 
967.7 chimneys per second, 
having parked the sleigh, filled 
stockings, distributed the remain¬ 
ing presents under the tree, eaten 
whatever snacks have been left 
for him, then jumped back into 


the sleigh to get on to the next 
house. The auditors just couldn’t 
believe his around-the-world 75.5 
million mile trip report, not count¬ 
ing bathroom stops and breaks! 
Pictured here the team from Tax, 



Accounting Services, helping San¬ 
ta to work smarter, navigating the 
risks and regulations, positioning 
him to pull ahead of his competi¬ 
tion in 2012.□ 


Arahiba, The 1 and Only Hememade Arnban Cigar 



ORANJESTAD- Benjamin 
Petrocchi started the newest 
export produet of Aruba, lo- 
eally produced cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in 
Aruba. Petrocchi has always 
had an interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold 
Premium Cuban Cigars, and 
now he is growing his own 
tobacco crop. After many at¬ 
tempts and trips to Santo Do¬ 
mingo and Cuba he started 
his own production and cul¬ 
tivation of Aruhiba Cigars in 
Aruba. The process took ten 
years. Petrocchi dedication to 
the cigars is important for the 
molding and process of mak¬ 
ing a perfect cigar which takes 
a long time. The cigar box is 




specially designed for the ci¬ 
gars with the logo “Aruhiba”. 
Petrocchi considers Aruhiba a 
promotion for Aruba through 
fine quality cigars. 

The company sells Interna¬ 
tional cigars as well. Buy a 
gift box of Aruhiba Corona 
with five cigars and you will 
get 1 FREE cigar of $35. Eo- 
cated at the Historic Dutch 
Windmill. Open from Mon¬ 
day to Saturday from 9am till 


8:30pm. And open on Sunday 
from 9am to 1pm. Aruhiba is 
only available in above men¬ 
tioned stores. 

Visit our authentic tobacco 
farm where cigars are hand¬ 
made. For tour to the tabaco 
factory call: 586-0347 buy & 
receive one Aruban cigar free 
with this article. 

Address: soledad 14-a, noord • 
tel: (297) 593-6177 • bap59@ 
live.comQ 
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Spectacular firework show at midnight and tsunami band 


Celebrate 2012 at Marriott’s “Blue 
Moon New Year’s Eve” party 


PALM BEACH - On Decem¬ 
ber 31st 2011 you are invit¬ 
ed to open the New Year 
at the Aruba Marriott’s Blue 
Moon New Years Eve party 
at Tradewinds Beach. The 
festivities start at 10:00 pm 
until 1:00 am with a mag¬ 
nificent firework show at 
midnight and live enter¬ 
tainment provided by pop¬ 
ular Aruban band Tsunami. 
It has become a tradition 
to open the New Year out 
on the beach at the Mar¬ 
riott for guests and locals. 
A promising light show is 
provided by Elite Produc¬ 
tions, decorations by Every 
Events & Flortiek by Wilson 
and cash bars are avail¬ 


able offering premium li¬ 
quors and champagnes. 
Entrance fee to this spec¬ 
tacular beach party is 
$20.00 and includes party 
favors. Tickets are available 
in the lobby of the Aruba 
Marriott Resort, Ocean and 
Surf Club daily from 10:00 
am - 6:00 pm. Doors for 
the Blue Moon Beach 
party open at 9:00 pm. 
Don’t miss out and get your 
tickets for Marriott’s spec¬ 
tacular New Years Eve par¬ 
ty to celebrate. The Aruba 
Marriott banquets staff looks 
forward to see you this New 
Years Eve to toast to 2012! 
Aruba Marriott Resort & 
Stellaris Casino boasts 411 


guestrooms each with pri¬ 
vate balconies overlook¬ 
ing cascading waterfalls, 
a free form swimming pool 
and tranquil Caribbean 
waters. Guest exclusivity is 
attainable on the 
eighth floor through the 
Tradewinds Club, a bou¬ 
tique, ‘hotel-within-a-hotel’ 
concept that is paired per¬ 
fectly with the new adults- 
only pool and lounge area. 
Cn property dining options 
range from light to elegant 
with seven restaurants and 
cafes, while entertain¬ 
ment and relaxation can 
be achieved in the island’s 
largest casino, or in the 
6,500 square-foot spa.Q 



"FAVI FUNDACION 
CU VISION" \ 




balCgon drop 

rcOUNTDOWN 
'CELEBRATION 

SATURDAY. DECEMBER 31 


Starting at 8:00pm: 

- Cash Giveaways 
All Night! 

- Free Party Favors 
and Beads! 

- Countdown to the 
New Year at 11:45pm 
with Free Champagne 
Toast at Midnight! 

- Hundreds of Prizes 
to Give Away! 



Where 7\ruba goes to play! 

Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 


Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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Aruba's 1st Pink Party with a noble cause at Salvatore Ferragamo/Montblanc 






PALM BEACH PLAZA - Luxury brands Salva¬ 
tore Ferragamo and Montblanc recently 
united with the X-clusivo, the prestigious 
magazine publication ot Aruba and 
hosted a grand event named "Aruba’s 
1st Pink Party”. It was an over-the-top el¬ 
egant black carpet reception at its new 
location in the Palm Beach plaza Mall 
to celebrate its re-opening and to raise 
awareness and tunds tor the Koningin 
Wilhelmina Fonds, a breast cancer toun- 
dation established in Aruba 60 years ago 
by the Queen Mother ot the Netherlands. 
The outside area ot the boutique was 
converted into a sophisticated European 
lounge with white sotas, pouts, white cur¬ 


tains, palm trees, orchids, ice sculptures 
and pink led lights bathing and creating a 
chic and relaxed atmosphere with great 
music by Swing Masterz, tor hundreds ot 
VIP guests to mingle and sip a variety ot 
pink martinis created by Aruba Trading, 
while enjoying superb and creative hors 
d'oeuvres. The luxury brands and the 
magazine publication also included a 
special X-clusivo awards celebration and 
gave them to the VIP os best artist, politi¬ 
cian, best-dressed and media ot Aruba. 
The culmination ot the evening was the 
importance ot the awareness towards the 
breast cancer toundation, its Director Lilian 
Prince and committee and the wonder- 


tul work it has pertormed over the years. 
Pier Excellence Minister ot Economic At- 
tairs Michelle Hooyberg-Winklaar also ad¬ 
dressed the evening and spoke ot the on¬ 
going charitable work ot the luxury brands 
and the publication, and invited all the 
guests to swipe credit cards since a por¬ 
tion ot the proceeds ot the evening sales 
was going to be donated to the breast 
cancer toundation. The Minister ot Eco¬ 
nomic Attairs then cut the otticial ribbon 
ot the opening ot the boutique and guests 
strolled in to view and buy the new collec¬ 
tions to contribute tor the noble cause. It 
was a magnificent and magical evening 
tor Aruba to rememberiQ 














































































































































































Brees sets passing mark. Saints top Falcons 45-16 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — New 

Orleans quarterback Drew 
Brees set the NFL recard 
for yards passing in a sea¬ 
son, breaking a mark that 
Dan Marino had held for 
27 years, as the Saints 
clinched the NFC South 
title with a 45-16 victory 
over the Atlanta Falcons 
on Monday. 

Brees threw for 307 yards 
and four touchdowns, the 
last a 9-yard strike to Dar¬ 
ren Sproles that set the re¬ 
cord with 2:51 to go. 

It was Brees’ final pass of 
the game and it gave him 
5,087 yards passing — with 
one game still to play. 
Marino finished with 5,084 
yards for the Miami Dol¬ 
phins in 1984. 

As Sproles spiked the boll, 
Brees put his arm over his 
head and started walking 
toward midfield while the 
Superdome crowd went 
wild and his teammates 
chased him down. 

Brees’ four touchdowns 
gave him 276 for his ca- 



New Orleans Saints quarterback Drew Brees celebrates a touchdown by running back Pierre 
Thomas in the tirst quarter ot an NFL tootball game against the Atlanta Falcons in New Orleans, 
Monday, Dec. 26, 2011. 

Associated Press 


reer, moving him ahead 
of Joe Montana (273) and 
Vinny Testeverde (275) for 
ninth all-time. 

tte is the first quarterback in 
NFL history to pass for more 
than 5,000 yards twice — 
he hod 5,069 in 2008. 

The Saints also had 463 to¬ 
tal yards, giving them more 
than 6,857 offensive yards 
for the season, breaking 
the 2008 club record. New 
Orleans continues to close 
in on the NFL-record of 
7,075 offensive yards in a 
season set by the 2000 St. 
Louis Rams. 

New Orleans entered the 
game needing only one 
victory to clinch the NFC 
South title, while Atlanta 
could have remained in 
the hunt to defend its 2010 
division crown with o win. 
After Atlanta received the 
opening kickoff, quarter¬ 
back Matt Ryan complet¬ 
ed five of his first six throws 
for 52 yards. 

Continued on Page 21 



Legendary surf forecaster Sean Collins of Seal Beach, Ca., is 
seen in a Jan. 12, 2005 photo. Collins, founder of surfline.com., 
died Monday, Dec. 26, 2011 in Newport Beach, Ca., when he 
collapsed and died of a heart attack. He was 59. 

Associated Press 


Surfline.com founder Sean 
Collins dies at 59 


NEWPORT BEACH, Cali¬ 
fornia (AP) — There was 
a time when surfers spent 
much of their time behind- 


the-wheel on “surfin’ sa¬ 
fari” journeys in an aimless 
search for waves. Sean Col¬ 
lins changed all that. 


His telephone Surfline re¬ 
ports based on observa¬ 
tions from a stable of sea¬ 
soned wove riders up and 
down the California coast 
evolved with technology 
into o worldwide report on 
surf spots worldwide via his 
www.surfline.com website. 
More than 500,000 people 
log onto the website each 
month. Collins, 59, col¬ 
lapsed while playing tennis 
on Monday afternoon in 
Newport Beach, his young¬ 
est son A.J. Collins said. He 
was declared dead a short 
time later at Hoag Hospital 
Newport Beach. 

The death of Surfline’s 
founder, president and 
forecaster was first report¬ 
ed by the Crange County 


Register. When he was in¬ 
ducted into the Hunting- 
ton Beach Surfers’ Hall of 
Fame in 2008, Collins wrote 
the words “Follow Your Pas¬ 
sions” in concrete at the 
shrine on the corner of Pa¬ 
cific Coast Highway and 
Main Street. Collins began 
surfing in Seal Beach when 
he was 8 years old. He 
began weather tracking 
while spending hours at 
sea with his father on a 50- 
foot (16-meter) sailboat. He 
had no formal training, just 
a few meteorology courses 
at Long Beach Community 
College and a passion. 
Surfline’s telephone service 
began in the 1980s. From 
the everyday surfer looking 
for waves before work to 


surf contest organizers. 
Surfline became crucial for 
modern wave riders. He 
personally sent out alerts 
to lifeguards and news 
agencies when big waves 
were on the way. 

He set up the first live 
“surfcam” in 1996. 

Collins, who lived in Seal 
Beach, was named one 
of the 25 Most Influential 
Surfers of the Century by 
Surfer Magazine in 1999 and 
the eighth Most Powerful 
Surfer in the Surf Industry by 
Surfer Magazine in 2002. 

He sold Surfline in 2000, but 
stayed on as president and 
chief forecaster. 

Besides his son A.J., Collins 
is survived by his wife Daren 
and eldest son Tyler.Q 
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Open 7 days a week 


NBA Roundup 


WASHINGTON (AP) — New 

Jersey’s Kris Humphries 
finished with 21 points and 
16 rebounds to help the 
Nets overcome a big deficit 
and beat the Washington 
Wizards 90-84 on Monday in 
the NBA season opener for 
both teams. 

Deron Williams hod 23 
points, eight rebounds and 
eight assists for New Jersey, 
which trailed by os much 
os 21 points in the second 
quarter, but began to turn 
things around with a 16-2 
run. 

Backup shooting guard 
Nick Young led Washington 
with 16 points in just 18 
minutes. He missed a large 
port of the second half with 
a foot injury but returned. 
KINGS 100, LAKERS 91 
In Sacramento, Marcus 
Thornton scored 12 of his 27 
points in the fourth quarter 
os Sacramento opened its 
season in grand fashion, 
beating the Los Angeles 
at home for the first time in 
more than three years. 
Tyreke Evans added 20 
points for the Kings, who 
hod lost nine of 10 to the 
Lakers and five straight at 
home. 

Kobe Bryant scored 29 
points and Metto World 
Peace — formerly known os 
Ron Artest — added 19 for 
the Lakers, who opened the 
season with consecutive 
losses for the first time since 
2002-03, putting a damper 
on the start of new coach 
Mike Brown’s tenure. 
WARRIORS 99, BULLS 91 
In Oakland, Stephen 
Curry hod 21 points and 
10 assists os Golden State 
beat Chicago, giving new 
coach Mark Jackson his first 
victory. 

Monto Ellis scored 26 points 
for the Warriors, who lost 
their opening gome on 
Christmas Day. 

Luol Deng, whose block 
sealed Chicago’s season¬ 
opening win over the 
Lakers, hod 22 points and 10 
rebounds for the Bulls, who 
trailed by os much os 19 
before making a late surge 


to get within five points with 
36.3 seconds remaining. 
BOBCATS 96, BUCKS 95 
In Charlotte, North Carolina, 
Charlotte erased a 14-point 
deficit to beat Minnesota 
by the narrowest margin. 
D.J. Augustin scored 19 
points while rookie Kembo 
Walker added 13, including 
two free throws with 9.9 
seconds remaining. 
Brandon Jennings hod 22 
points for the Bucks. 

MAGIC 104, ROCKETS 95 
In Orlando, Hedo Turkoglu 
scored 23 points to lead five 
Magic players in double 
figures os Orlando beat 
Houston. 

Orlando got 13 points from 
Turkoglu and eight points 
from J.J. Redick in the 
fourth quarter to help the 
Magic stove off a handful 
of second-holt charges by 
the Rockets. 

Kyle Lowry hod 20 points 
and 12 assists for Houston, 
which closed within four 
in the fourth quarter, but 
the Magic were able to hit 
some timely 3-pointers late 
to help secure the victory. 
PACERS 91, PISTONS 79 
In Indianapolis, Roy Hibbert 
hod 16 points and 14 
rebounds to help Indiana 
defeat Detroit. 

The Pacers shot just 37 
percent from the field, but 
got away with it because 
they outrebounded the 
Pistons 53-40. Indiana hod 
18 offensive rebounds and 
14 second-chance points. 
Jonas Jerebko and Rodney 
Stuckey each scored 17 
points for the Pistons, who 
never led. 

RAPTORS 104, CAVALIERS 96 

In Cleveland, rookie Kyrie 
Irving scored just six points 
and hardly played like the 
No. 1 draft pick os Toronto 
spoiled the Cleveland 
guard’s NBA debut. 

Irving, who played just 11 
college gomes before 
turning pro, finished just 2 of 
11 from the field — he mode 
a meaningless 3-pointer in 
the final minutes. 

The Covs ore counting 
on the 19-year-old to turn 


around a team that won 
just 19 gomes lost season. 

In other NBA games it was 
Toronto 104, Cleveland 96; 
Charlotte 96, Milwaukee 
95; Indiana 91, Detroit 
79; Orlando 104, Houston 
95; New Jersey 90, 
Washington 84; Oklahoma 
City 104, Minnesota 100; 
Denver 115, Daiias 93; San 
Antonio 95, Memphis 82; 
New Orleans 85, Phoenix 
84; Sacramento 100, L.A. 
Lakers 91; Portland 107, 
Philadelphia 103; and 
Goiden State 99, Chicago 
91.G 


New Jersey Nets forward Kris Humphries (43) goes to the basket 
against Washington Wizards forward Rashard Lewis (9) during the 
first haif of an NBA basketbaii game, Monday, Dec. 26, 2011, in 
Washington. The Nets won 90-84. 

Associated Press 


from 10am - 6pm. 


Saturday & Sunday, 
open from 12pm - 5pm 




You have gained a lifetime of memories with family & friends on the Island that 
is always happy to welcome you home. Gold Coast is the place for you. 


Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 

Contact us by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: -I-297-586-2200 • Fax: -H297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


RENTAL CONDOS ARE AVAiLABLE 

Vis/t us for Your Island Getaway 
Online Reservations Available at 
rentals@goldcoastaruba.com 


tf Maimok-Aruba 


Nets fight back to 
beat Wizards 90-84 
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NHL Roundup 

Cracknell back to help Blues win again 


ST. LOUIS (AP) — St. Louis’ 
Adam Cracknell justified 
his recall from the minors 
earlier in the day by scor¬ 
ing the go-ahead goal 
as the Blues beat the Dal¬ 
las Stars 5-3 in the NHL on 
Monday. 

St. Louis, which won its sixth 
successive home game, 
scored two rare power- 
play goals and improved 
to 7-1-1 in its past nine. 
The Blues have thrived un¬ 
der coach Ken Hitchcock, 
who took over Nov. 6 after 
Davis Payne was fired. 

Chris Stewart scored twice 
for St. Louis, including an 
empty-net goal with 50 sec¬ 
onds left. Evgeny Grachev, 
Chris Stewart and Jason 
Arnott also scored for the 



St. Louis Blues' Adam Cracknell (79) advances the puck past 
Dallas Stars' Loui Eriksson (21) in the second period ot an NHL 
hockey game, Monday, Dec. 26, 2011 in St. Louis. 

Associated Press 



CLOSING HOURS 


Christmas weekend: 
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NEW YEAR WEEKEND: 
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Blues, who had lost their 
previous five against Dallas. 
Mike Ribeiro, Eric Nystrom 
and Michael Ryder scored 
for the Stars. 

RED WINGS 4, PREDATORS 1 

In Nashville, Vaitteri Filppu- 
la scored a pair of goals to 
lead Detroit over Nashville. 
Pavel Datsyuk and Danny 
Cleary also scored for the 
Red Wings, who netted 
twice in a span of 13 sec¬ 
onds during the second 
period. Jonathon Blum 
scored for sole goal for the 
Predators, who slipped five 
points behind Detroit in the 
Central Division. 
AVALANCHE 4, WILD 2 
In St. Paul, Minnesota, 
Jan Hejda scored the go- 
ahead goal in the third pe¬ 
riod as Colorado snapped 
a nine-game road losing 
skid by beating Minnesota. 
The Avalanche won on the 
road for the first time since 
October and extended 
Minnesota’s winless streak 
to seven games. 

Ryan O'Reilly, Gabriel Lan- 
deskog and T.J. Galiardi 
also scored for Colorado. 
Pierre-Marc Bouchard and 
Cal Clutterbuck scored for 
the Wild. 

CANUCKS 5, OILERS 3 

In Vancouver, Andrew 
Ebbett scored twice to 
lead Vancouver over Ed¬ 
monton. 

Daniel Sedin, Alex Bur¬ 
rows, and Ryan Kesler also 
scored for Vancouver, 
which moved ahead of 


Minnesota for the North¬ 
west Division lead. 

Jordan Eberle, Ryan Smyth 
and Corey Potter scored 
for the Oilers. 

Vancouver outshot the Oil¬ 
ers 26-21 overall and domi¬ 
nated a weary-looking 
Edmonton team in the first 
period, limiting the Oilers 
to only two shots in the first 
14:30 of the game. 

KINGS 4, COYOTES 3 
In Los Angeles, Willie Mitch¬ 
ell scored the tiebreaking 
goal early in the third pe¬ 
riod as Los Angeles broke 
an offensive slump to edge 
Phoenix. Rob Scuderi, Brad 
Richardson and captain 
Dustin Brown also scored 
for the Kings, who scored 
more than twice for the first 
time in 15 games. 

Raffi Torres scored twice 
and Daymond Langkow 
added a third-period goal 
for the Coyotes. 

RANGERS 3, ISLANDERS 0 
In New York, Carl Hagelin 
scored twice for his second 
multigoal game in the NHL 
as the Rangers notched 
their fifth straight win by 
beating the Islanders in the 
all-New York clash. 

Hagelin, in just his 16th ca¬ 
reer game, scored in the 
second and third periods 
for the surging Rangers (22- 
8-4). The Atlantic Division 
leaders leapfrogged de¬ 
fending Stanley Cup cham¬ 
pion Boston into first place 
in the Eastern Conference. 
Rangers goalie Henrik Lun- 
dqvist stopped all 28 shots 
he faced, recording his 
third shutout of the season 
and 38th in his career. 
Marian Gaborik sealed the 
win with his league-leading 
22nd goal — an empty-net- 
ter with 2:28 left. Gaborik 
scored for the fifth straight 
game, netting seven in the 
span, and matched his 
goal total for all of last sea¬ 
son. 

In other NHL games it was 
Colorado 4, Minnesota 2; 
Buffalo 4, Washington 2; 
N.Y. Rangers 3, N.Y. Island¬ 
ers 0; Carolina 4, New Jer¬ 
sey 2; St. Louis 5, Daiias 3; 
Detroit 4, Nashville 1; Chi¬ 
cago 4, Coiumbus 1; Van¬ 
couver 5, Edmonton 3; Los 
Angeies 4, Phoenix 3; and 
Anaheim 3, San Jose 2.Q 


Wild Oats’ 
lead narrows 
in Sydney- 
Hobart race 

SYDNEY (AP) — Favored su¬ 
permaxi Wild Oats XI, line 
honors winner in five of the 
last six years, held a nar¬ 
rowing lead over its nearest 
rival as the fleet in the Syd¬ 
ney to Hobart yacht race 
streamed across Bass Strait 
in lightening winds. 

Wild Oats XI led last year’s 
second-place finisher In¬ 
vestec Loyal by up to 15 
nautical miles on Tuesday 
but as the 100-footer sailed 
into an area of low pressure 
the wind fell away and its 
lead rapidly reduced. 

On positions plotted at 8 
p.m. AEDT (0800 GMT), Wild 
Oats XI led by only 3.6 nau¬ 
tical miles from Investec 
Loyal with around 260 miles 
to the finish line in the 628 
nautical mile race. 

Wild Oats XI had sailed 
into an area of light winds 
and though Investec Loyal 
was sailing faster, it was 
heading into the same 
light weather system as the 
yachts neared the island 
state of Tasmania. 

The battle for line honors 
became a virtual two-boat 
race when the supermaxi 
Wild Thing withdrew from 
the race Tuesday with sail 
damage when running 
third. 

The withdrawal of Wild 
Thing continued its unlucky 
run in the race. The 2003 line 
honours winner capsized in 
2004, withdrew soon after 
the start in 2009 and hit a 
media boat at the start last 
year. Wild Oats XI and In¬ 
vestec Loyal were left with 
a 30 mile lead over third- 
placed Lahana which was 
a further 31 miles ahead of 
fourth-placed Hugo Boss. 
The contest for overall 
handicap honors was con¬ 
stantly evolving and at vari¬ 
ous times on Tuesday Wild 
Oats, Lahana, Wild Rose 
and Mondo held the out¬ 
right lead. 

Wild Thing’s retirement was 
one of several withdraw¬ 
als on Tuesday which re¬ 
duced the fleet from 88 to 
81 boats. Yachts and crews 
had been battered over¬ 
night by a southerly front 
that brought winds of up to 
30 knots and rough sees. □ 
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Saints-Falcons 


Continued from Page 17 


New Orleans Saints running 
back Chris ivory (29) 
ieaps over Atianta Faicons 
cornerback Brent Grimes 
(20) in the third quarter ot an 
NFL tootbaii game in New 
Orieans, Monday, Dec. 26, 
2011. Associated Press 


The Saints’ defense stiff¬ 
ened, however, forcing At¬ 
lanta to settle for Mott Bry¬ 
ant’s 34-yard field goal and 
an early 3-0 lead. 

The Saints responded im¬ 
mediately, with Brees hit¬ 
ting Lance Moore for a 38- 
yard gain on New Orleans’ 
first play from scrimmage. 
The Saints then went to the 
running game, with Chris 
Ivory rushing one time for 
11 yards and Pierre Thomas 
three times for 24 yards, 
including a 4-yard touch¬ 
down run to make it 7-3 to 
the hosts. 

After scoring, Thomas 
pulled a bow from his 
pants, stuck it on the foot¬ 
ball and offered it as o gift 
to a woman in the stands. 
The referees weren’t cut¬ 
ting Thomas any slock on 
his Christmas-themed cel¬ 
ebration, flagging him for 
a 15-yard unsportsmanlike 
conduct penalty. 

The penalty, enforced on 
the ensuing kickoff, was not 
terribly costly, os the return 
only reached the Atlanta 
28-yard line. 

More costly was the Saints’ 
inability to slow down Ryan, 
who quickly found Julio 
Jones for o 25-yard gain in 
o drive that set up another 
21-yard pass to Jones to 
put the visitors bock in front 
10-7 late in the first quarter. 
New Crleons responded 
with o lO-ploy, 81-yard 
scoring drive in the sec¬ 
ond quarter on which 
Brees completed four of six 
passes for 48 yards, the lost 
three to Marques Colston, 
who hod six catches for 69 
yards in the first holt. 

That 8-yard pass to Colston 
brought up Brees’ first TD 


pass of the game, followed 
by a 9-yard pass to Jimmy 
Graham to moke it 21-10. It 
was Graham’s 10th TD re¬ 
ception of the season, set¬ 
ting o franchise record for 
a tight end. 

In the third quarter, Brees 
hit Robert Meochem for o 
score from 24 yards, which 
mode it 28-10. 

After on exchange of field 
goals, the gome became 
o romp when Julio Jones 
was stripped of the boll by 
Scott Shonle and Malcolm 
Jenkins returned it 30 yards 
for o score to moke it 38-16 


in the fourth quarter. 

The Superdome crowd was 
in full celebration by then, 
but the ploy also meant 
tons would hove to wait un¬ 
til later in the fourth quarter 
before Brees finally got his 
chance to break the pass¬ 
ing record. 

He finally gave the tons 
what they wanted otter 
Atlanta failed on o fourth- 
down try at its own 33. 

That gave Brees, who 
needed only 30 yards for 
the record at that point, 
just enough space to work 
with.Q 
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W 0. 

Resiliency and 1 

made countless pitchers lime tree. always optimistic that our 

of limeade, flavored our The diagnosis was tree would heal and pro¬ 

foods and was offered bleak. The problem was di- duce again, 
freely to patients who agnosed as being caused Several weeks ago, 

walked through our heal- by the Citrus tristezo virus inspecting the one remain¬ 
ing garden. Four years ago, that causes the death of ing branch, 1 was surprised 

1 realized that some of the millions of Citrus trees all to see the branch filled with 
leaves were no longer the over the world. Farmers in limes. Nature has taken 

Faith 

zolumn, our part in bringing 
lope and natural solutions 
or the health of our read- 
3rs, our community and 
Deyond. Our holistic natu- 
al health center depends 
jpon serving all of you the 
Dost we can. 


Dr. Carlos & Phyllis Viana 

Our tropical lime tree grew 
from a seed saved by our 
long time cook. Together, 
when our oldest son was a 
young boy, Julio and Tata 
planted and nurtured the 
seed into a strong healthy 
tree. For years we were 
blessed with on over abun¬ 
dance of juicy organic, 
limes, on incredible source 
of Vitamin C. Our lime juice 


deep green color. Many 
previously healthy leaves 
hod turned yellow and 
fallen off the tree, leav¬ 
ing dry branches behind. 
Concerned that we could 
lose our precious lime tree, 

I sought the expertise of 
plant specialist. Even willing 
to suspend our bon on us¬ 
ing any poison around our 
home and clinic, I sought 
any treatment for our ailing 


South American gave it the 
name “tristezo", meaning 
sadness in Portuguese and 
Spanish. Sadness in fact 
os I heard that there was 
nothing we could do but 
watch branch, by branch 
of our lime tree turn brown 
and lifeless. For the lost four 
years, instead of cutting 
down the whole lime tree, 

I periodically cut away and 
cleaned dead branches 


four years for the remaining 
branch and root system to 
develop and immunity to 
the virus. The new seeds will 
carry this immunity to new 
seedlings that will be resis¬ 
tant to the citrus virus. 

Our lime tree is a 
fruit bearing example of na¬ 
ture’s ability to recover from 
a setback. We ore grateful 
to hove hod the opportuni¬ 
ty to contribute through this 


Thank you to all of 
our readers, listeners and 
patients foryour confidence 
in our ability to serve you. 
We wish you all a safe, 
healthy ttolidoy Season 
and may the tteoling Spirit 
bless you with unwavering 
faith that a solution for 
healing will be shown when 
you need it. A healthy, 
joyful and prosperous New 
Year to oll.Q 


The high price of failing artificial hips 


BARRY MEIER 
© 2011 New York Times 

The most widespread 
medical implant failure in 
decades - involving thou¬ 
sands of all-metal artificial 
hips that need to be re¬ 
placed prematurely - has 
entered a new phase, the 
money one. 

Medical and legal experts 
estimate the hip failures 
may cost taxpayers, insur¬ 
ers, employers and others 
billions of dollars in com¬ 
ing years, contributing to 
the soaring cost of health 
core. The financial fallout 
is expected to be unusu¬ 
ally large and complex be¬ 
cause the episode involves 
a class of products, not a 
single device or just one 


company. 

The cose of Thomas Dough¬ 
erty represents one par¬ 
ticularly costly example, tte 
spent five months this year 
without a left hip, largely 
stuck on a recliner watch¬ 
ing his medical bills soar. 

In August, Dougherty un¬ 
derwent on operation to 
replace a failed artificial 
hip, but his pelvis fractured 
soon afterword. The re¬ 
placement hip was aban¬ 
doned and then a serious 
infection set in. Some of the 
bills: $400,776 in charges 
related to hospitalizations, 
$28,081 in doctors’ bills, 
$5,823 for laboratory tests 
and $2,995 in home nursing 
visits. “I’m sitting here on a 
Lo-Z-Boy meant for some- 



Thomas Dougherty, who spent five months this year without a left 
hip after undergoing an operation to replace a failed arfificial 
hip, af his home in Groveland, III. The mosf widespread medical 
implanf failure in decades - involving fhousands of all-mefal ar¬ 
fificial hips fhaf need fo be replaced premafurely - has experfs 
esfimafing a cosf fo faxpayers, insurers, employers and ofhers in 
fhe billions of dollars in coming years. 

(Krisfen Schmid/The New York Times) 


one who is 80 and I’m 55,’’ 
said Dougherty, who lives in 
Groveland, III., outside Peo¬ 
ria, and works at Caterpil¬ 
lar, the heavy equipment 
manufacturer, 
ttis bills are “five times as 
much” as he paid for his 
home. The so-called metal- 
on-metal hips like Dough¬ 
erty’s, ones in which the 
ball and joint of a device 
are both made of metal, 
are failing at high rates 
within a few years of im¬ 
plant instead of lasting 
15 years or more, as artifi¬ 
cial joints normally do. The 
wear of metal parts against 
each other is generating 
debris that is damaging 
tissue and, in some cases, 
crippling patients.□ 
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Online shopping jumps 
16.4 pet on Christmas Day 


NEW YORK (AP) — A grow¬ 
ing number of shoppers in 
the U.S. apparently need 
only the briefest of breaks 
before diving bock in, es¬ 
pecially if they con log in to 
shop. 

IBM found that online shop¬ 
ping jumped 16.4 percent 
on Christmas Day over 
lost year, and the dollar 
amount of those purchases 
that were mode using mo¬ 
bile devices leaped 172.9 
percent. 

IBM tracks shopping at more 
than 500 websites other 
than Amazon.com, which is 


the largest. It found a huge 
increase in the number of 
shoppers making their pur¬ 
chases with iPhones, iPods 
and Android-powered mo¬ 
bile devices. 

In fact, nearly 7 percent of 
all online purchases were 
mode using iPods, just 18 
months otter the tablet 
computers were released 
by Apple Inc., said John 
Squire, chief strategy offi¬ 
cer for IBM’s Smarter Com¬ 
merce unit. 

The online uptick was con¬ 
tinuing on Monday. As of 
3 p.m. Eastern time, shop¬ 


ping was up 10 percent 
over Dec. 26, 2010. And the 
expectation was that the 
pace of buying would in¬ 
crease os the day wore on 
and consumers clicked on 
soles at various retailers. 
Squire said consumers were 
chasing soles on both Sun¬ 
day and Monday. The data 
did not show what portion 
of purchases was mode us¬ 
ing gift cords.□ 


Megan Roney shops online at Europo Coffeehouse in Denver 
Monday, Nov. 28, 2011 on what has become know os Cyber 
Monday. 

Associated Press 





In this July 6, 2011 file photo, Focebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg 
smiles during on announcement of Focebook headquarters in 
Polo Alto, Calif. 

Associated Press 

Facebook unwelcome in 
Vietnam, but founder OK 

HANOI, Vietnam (AP) — Vietnam may block its citizens 
from using Facebook, but that didn’t stop website found¬ 
er Mark Zuckerberg from vacationing in the communist 
country. 

Zuckerberg spent Christmas Eve in the popular tourist des¬ 
tination Ho Long Boy, local official Trinh Dong Thanh soys. 
State-run medio soy Zuckerberg arrived in Vietnam on 
Dec. 22. 

Zuckerberg spent Christmas Day at on ecolodge in the 
northern mountain town of Sopo and rode a buffalo, said 
Le Phuc Thien, deputy manager at Topos Ecolodge. 
Zuckerberg, Focebook’s 27-year-old CEO, founded the 
social networking site in 2004. 

Vietnam’s aggressive Internet censors block access to 
Facebook and other websites, but young Vietnamese 
easily bypass the restrictions.□ 
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Stocks barely changed in light holiday trading 



Currency traders watch monitors at the toreign exchange deal¬ 
ing room ot the Korea Exchange Bank headquarters in Seoul, 
South Korea. Stocks ended barely changed in light trading 
Tuesday amid mixed economic news. Consumer confidence 
surged to an eight-month high, but home prices dropped in 
major cities. 

(AP Photo/Lee Jin-man) 


PALLAVI GOGOI 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
ended barely changed in 
light trading Tuesday amid 
mixed economic news. Con¬ 
sumer confidence surged 
to on eight-month high, 
but home prices dropped 
in major cities. Sears plum¬ 
meted after reporting that it 
would close more than 100 
stores around the U.S. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
overage closed down just 
2 points after staying in a 
narrow range all day. The 
S&P 500 index and Nasdaq 
eked out small gains. 

In the latest sign of a bumpy 
recovery in the housing mar¬ 
ket, home prices fell in 19 of 
the 20 cities tracked by the 
Standard & Poor’s/Cose- 
Shiller index. Atlanta, Detroit 


and Minneapolis posted the 
biggest declines. Prices in 
Atlanta and Los Vegas fell 
to their lowest points since 
the housing crisis began. 
That report dampened in¬ 
vestors’ enthusiasm about 
a jump in consumer confi¬ 
dence to the highest level 
since April. 

The New York-based Con¬ 
ference Board reported 
that its Consumer Confi¬ 
dence Index rose almost 10 
points to 64.5 in December. 
Economists watch the num¬ 
bers closely because con¬ 
sumer spending accounts 
for about 70 percent of U.S. 
economic activity. 

Henry Herrmann, chief ex¬ 
ecutive offcer at the invest¬ 
ment management frm 
Waddell & Reed, said the 
increase refected the fact 


that more jobs hove been 
created in recent weeks, 
which will likely lead to “a 
more sustained" economic 
recovery. 

“If job creation will come 
with wage improvement 
in the coming weeks, it will 
boost confdence further,” 
Herrmann said. 

The Dow Jones lost 2.65 
points, or 0.02 percent, to 
close at 12,291.35. 

The S&P 500 was up 0.10 
points, or 0.01 percent, to 
1,265.43. The Nasdaq com¬ 
posite rose 6.56, or 0.3 per¬ 
cent, to 2,625.20. 

The most the Dow rose dur¬ 
ing the day was 34 points, 
and the most it fell was 24. 
It was the narrowest trading 
range in 5 months. 

Stocks are expected to 
trade within a narrow range 


all this week as trading re¬ 
mains light between the 
Christmas holiday and 
New Year’s. 

The volume of shares trad¬ 


ed on the New York Stock 
Exchange Tuesday was 2 
billion, less than half the 
average daily volume this 
month. □ 
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Company to close at least 100 Sears, Kmart stores 



Pedestrians pass a Kmart location Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2011, in 
New York. Sears Holdings Corporation, the parent company ot 
Sears and Kmart department stores, announced Tuesday morn¬ 
ing that it will close 100 to 120 stores otter a sluggish holiday 
season. 

(AP Photo/Frank Franklin II) 
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CHRISTINA REXRODE 
MICHELLE CHAPMAN 
AP Business Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — After a 
disastrous holiday shopping 
season, the parent compa¬ 
ny of Sears and Kmart will 
close at least 100 stores to 
raise cash — a move that 
sparked speculation about 
whether the 125-year-old 
U.S. retailer can avoid a 
death spiral fed by declin¬ 
ing sales and deteriorat¬ 
ing stores. Sears Holdings 
Corp., a pillar of American 
retailing that famously be¬ 
gan with a mail-order cata¬ 
log in the 1880s, declared 
Tuesday that it would no 
longer prop up “marginally 
performing" locations. The 
company pledged to refo¬ 
cus its efforts on stores that 


make money. Sears’ stock 
quickly plunged, dropping 
27 percent. 

The closings are the latest 
and most visible move by 
Eddie Lampert, the hands- 
on chairman who has strug¬ 
gled to reverse the compa¬ 
ny’s fortunes. 

As rivals Wal-Mart and Tar¬ 
get Corp. spruced up stores 
in recent years. Sears Hold¬ 
ings struggled with falling 
sales and perceptions of 
dowdy merchandise. 

Some analysts wondered 
if it was already too late, 
questioning whether the re¬ 
tailer can afford to upgrade 
stores as it burns through its 
cash reserves. 

The sales weakness “be¬ 
gins and some would argue 
ends with Sears’ reluctance 


to invest in stores and ser¬ 
vice,” Credit Suisse analyst 
Gary Balter wrote in a note 
to clients. 

“There’s no reason to go to 
Sears,” added New York- 
based independent retail 
analyst Brian Sozzi. “It offers 
a depressing shopping ex¬ 
perience and uncompeti¬ 
tive prices.” 

Sears and Kmart were both 
retail pioneers. Sears’ cata¬ 
log and department stores 
were fixtures of American 
life stretching back to the 
19th century before be¬ 
ing hurt in recent years by 
competition from steep dis¬ 
counters and by missteps 
that included forays into 
financial services and the 
decision to sell off a lucra¬ 
tive credit card business.□ 
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SfkclFd TIUpM Wirt, iMilbtlMrH Jvurt ■ Tyrtry with (Jmuv ■ 

Side Diitw: FHifHkt'+ FtftiKcinl ivkiK Escwjel ^ Gdilk RetHOM ^ ItiiatMilIc 



Friday Seafooc^^ght 

SiH^aFtheNighl: Seafind Chawder 

<htff CirvuMj: Silrnsn iWlIngilfla In Mf with Mill# Hfli. $pJr«h, 

Lmofi 5dK« 

SHecEcd tnlmi: Crouper FdlclCmie' Snllbod Newbury 'Gtilk Shnmp 'ChkktR Cuny 
Sfdr Diihcl: Jwtihk RKr-- Fttine h'Claii Saw#■ Yegetibk Medler" Fried FlanCfin 



Saturday Prime 

Snf <iF thy Mgh|: Onim Soup 

<hyfCirvyd: Slew Ru^tfd, USA PtlrrH'Flitl mj |it[ 

SelHietl Entrees eoaHtd Lmb G^iVc A Herb ^ Sbirfritd Chtdtrt ■ C^un FFsh F>rt 
OlAn/Ird Skike 

Side Di:liK: eaked eatelrjn with CandirrHrvt' Mycimni a-Cheese ■ Sdinifed Greefi 
Bcem i MuahmHns ■ SlutFedTcnietoH 


IJS$30 Inclusive 

per person»S 9 .W ch ildren wnder 13 


' ABJUSA 

afSOftl.CAilMOASPA 

Fyi f«HfH|«|iw $3$ yi 
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I^ICOMICS 



Mutts 


New Year’s 



_ 

Resolutions 
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^ \ . 1 

" CRABPy " 
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Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 

~whm\e oppfKp 

iSOO WOPWOF 
FlKWOPV^S., 



0Nl£'>S,NO0 
yJF PEcipep mT 
iTWooLpeej^e^u-i 

GOOLTD‘SetTWeM 

voFF mm. 
— T^h 


poNousee 
i voop 

SON6eT& , 
TUlS? J 



Zits 



N^EPAN^Ha-P^^R 
ANYTUlHep 






Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★ 12/28 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzie based on 
a 9x9 grid with severai given numbers. The 
object is to piace the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each coiumn 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
oniy once. The difficuity ievel of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Tuesday's Puzzie Solved 
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ACROSS 

1 African 
antelope 

4 Pains 

9 ZIP part of 
an address 

13 Uncle’s wife 

15 “Trick or_r; 
10/31 greeting 

16 _-the-top; 
outrageous 

17 Recipe verb 

18 Josh with 

19 Listen 

20 Figurine 

22 Loose 
unfinished 
business 

23 Hit on the head 

24 Fraternity letter 

26 Gout site 

29 Fleece cutters 

34 Dole out 

35 Charley horse 

36 Boehner or 
Pelosi: abbr. 

37 South African 
Dutchman 

38 Contaminate 

39 Bean curd 

40 Zsa Zsa’s sister 

41 “Nothing 
firm refusal 

42 Surgical beam 

43 Logical 

45 Gobi or Sahara 

46 Zodiac lion 

47 Dinghy or dory 

48 Jewish 
wedding dance 

51 Running 

56 Prayer closing 

57 Sparkle 

58 Christmas song 

60 _ and rave; 
carry on 

61 Staring 

62 Puncture 

63 Experts 

64 Unclothed 

65 Tennis court 
divider 

DOWN 

1 Car fuel 

2 Bolts’buddies 

3 Intensive care 

ICU 


4 Bring into 
harmony 

5 Stream 

6 Warmth 

7 Orient 

8 Hardest to 
climb 

9 Fellow 
beneficiary 

10 Kiln 

11 No longer with 
us 

12 Goofs up 

14 Farm vehicle 

21 Honk the horn 

25 Pork product 

26 in Toyland” 

27 TV’s Lucy” 

28 Gather grain 
left by reapers 

29 Backbone 

30 _-ups; mental 
issues 

31 Jagged 

32 _ to; cite 

33 Gush forth 

35 Set _; leave 

shore 

38 Long sled 


39 Sampling 

41 _-hard; 
fanatically 
devoted 

42 _ year; 2012, 
for one 

44 Inclines 

45 Facing a 
terrible fate 


47 Fire 

48 Nag 

49 Gen. Bradley 

50 City in Nevada 

52 Pond growth 

53 Ooze out 

54 Midday 

55 Actor Richard 
59 Allow 






































































































































































































































































































































































































Argentines 
demand 
free breast 
implants 

ALMUDENA CALATRAVA 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — A group of 50 Ar¬ 
gentine women threat¬ 
ened to sue their plastic 
surgeons on Tuesday if they 
don’t get free replace¬ 
ments of faulty French 
breast implants. 

The group is led by attor¬ 
ney Virginia Luna, who her¬ 
self has the “PIP" silicone 
gel packs implanted in her 
breasts. She said five of 
her clients have obtained 
out-of-court agreements 
to provide free replace¬ 
ments, and if the rest don’t 
get them as well, her group 
will sue. The implants made 
by the now-defunct French 
company Poly Implant 
Prothese were banned lost 
year in countries around 
the world otter more than 
1,000 women suffered rup¬ 
tures. In oil, 30,000 French 
women got the implants, 
and could experience 
harmful leaks of cheap 
industrial-grade silicone — 
not the medicol-grode gel 
that higher-quality implants 
use. France’s health system 
has recommended that 
any women with the im¬ 
plants get them replaced, 
and has agreed to pay for 
surgeries that could total 
millions of dollars. Not so in 
Brazil and Argentina, where 
thousands more of the im¬ 
plants were sold.Q 


Salon & Spa T Sp-s-clal 
Maitio & PMlicura (3D 
Relw (§0 niini) S4|J 

Body Scaib .91 Massage (30 min) 
$50 

HaiE' out (men) SiO 
y nwicti (iKne.. Possibiity Co pick up 
!!! 

Call now 5fl3-733fl/7337-1^08 

_ ttwa 

FOR RENT 

Warn to atclend ’your st9y in 
Aruba ? We have week 63 (31 
Dec-7 Jan) available at Divi 
Link$ Resort. A state of Ihe art 1 
bedrcMm suii graund Dcxm, pool 
side, arnl Octan View. 

Available at a disscounlert price, 
Call 562970^ for nwre 
informaUon. 
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DOCTOR 
ON OUTV 


FOR SALE 

'Fin? Resales tt^ cwners 
Pgr^ise BmcIi Viss 
h txwk 51 Room 334 P-0. 

SflOOP 

lean. (M7) 731-2012 
rxKKannalullBygfMytiiuil.cDmi 
Free lisling 25y&arsexp 

_1H«lp 

FOR SALE 

Time Share Resales ttnn owners 
AjTtslerdam Manor 
2ljrwi! If 52 all ihe wwka 
Room: 213 $425,000 
Cal: (237)731-2012 
fOKa npiflhalhHrtBho^nia il.cgiTi 
Free isling 2$ yearB exp 

FOR SALE 

Time :^i« Reaalea rram Mnen 
MsniCic&iif Clyt 
? bf weelt 51 IK PlaiiiViTn Diui 
Ocean lirwrt $1 W.DOa bath weeka 
$S$t39/]731'Ki12 

rpMniuhjIltiglwWi^a^flfn 
Fri* liflilg 25 

_ irtwia 

FOR SALE 

Tetri SIrira Irgrti hwirirS 

Rena^sance Sniies 1 Ijr 
w1(52R«ni: 2113 on the beach 
pritraie island Price: $19,000 
0811:12973 731-2012 

rgxaiinahalle]r^glihail,CDm 
Free lislirtg ^ yeans exp 

FOR SALE 

Time Shut Hewiet vom emters 
2 be {jiceiautda Beach Resort 

wkBIRtHHnUZOO.V.ZlH 
$35r»0lKihl297|731.2Q12 
re w nj ha I ley@li gtm 1 i I. cem 
25 ’ftm eip linW 

_E 

FOR SALE 

Time $hBre Resales trem ewnera 
La Cabana iBebdi RhM 
*k51R«m.21»C $««5 
Call. (2371731-381? 

reu n n a hd lleirBtidrtrtia i 

Frw tirinf 25 years np 

rriaiia 

FOR SALE 

Tima Share Fesalei Iroet euirers 
OosC9 Linda BeechResoh 
2 bf ivli 50151 3007 P.O,V. 

$60,000 liolh weeits 
[207)731-2012 
nmannahallayflliP lina iil.corTi 
Free baling 2$ years exp 

_ iWHIf 

FOR RENT 2012 

MarrirtU Afulra Surf Club 
Ocean Fioitt 

12/22^12-1229/12 6.300 
12/29/12-1/5/13 6.300 or 
bulh week’s 12.000 
Call 743-6269 in Aruba 
in USA aher W12 
0t447a-2299 



n ill rjj^i^ 

TBiePuinern 
Garden view 316,{)00 
Ocean view SI 7, SCO 
Oceanside S19.504 
Oceanfhint S29,(M0 

Oceanview SSEKHt 
Oceansrde SlO.SU 
Oceanltent 513,000 

UarTtett Ogean Cliitb 

2B2BHabrun 

Oceanview $1^1500 

0«anlh>ntS3g,«» 

SBSBCcM 

Oceanview S9(JW 

dceanrKrfitSlS.ma 

Plat Pias Holiday 

0VS44.«(K> 

OF 562.000 
PtalPlus NY 
Ov$£4jd4Hy 
OF56S.OOO 

UdtetiG Oorurtb 
Lktensed Real EElale Broker 
Ooncrirge Really 
fsessefflsficfliLwm 
^i.?o^-e293 x.ibi 



FOR RENT 

Dn you want to stay motfe days 
in Aruba? 

We have apis S hDU5e5 for renl 
by iJays. weeks S moiHhs 
Call: 733-6661 / 746-3510 
E-mail: 

marila landa l^y n3il.P3m 

- -_LSHJS 


FOR SALE 

Reneissance mean kijri( 
vnt 1 vnil 2315 

1 hedtwjm vfih pull (Hit small Utchen 

S18.IK0 

Cal:3U-S4fr2429 


FOR SALE 
Tlmeshars For Sate 
wk.47 Playa Linrja Sludb 
Rm 206 S3Z00 E.O. 
w)t46 Divi PhoeniK 2 br-2P 
iKaan front hugti palin VWa 

ssjooe.o. 

Local unlil 12/17 565-9394 or 

506-651-0016 

rmw^w@aol.o^ 

1BTJt 


PSYCHIC HEALER 

Ljgw« Eipert 

Selves ai pfcbtenit of ire 
Rpurales Lexers. BrinjiiLvcIi. 
hlMHli. Hippiimj PeSM 6f Mrid 


i:;elN!jwi2IO[|76746ae 


ic™ 


FOR SALE 
X-MAS Week 61 
Aruba Surf Club ocean view 
2 bedrwm 2 balh sleeps 6 
large ntodent kitchen 
washer/dryer $39,900 
CallibSe-1231 




FOR SALE 
Condo in Gold Coast 
everything's indiided in Ihis 2 
br 2 Ba. unit check il Out now 
ai www.arubaronial.into 
or call:5i6Z-0735 Iree pich-tjp 

liWiB 

For Sale 
Casa iJel Mar 

wk 1 PresklenSal Suile ff1313 
Raidal ooaan view $25,000 
E-riaik Qitoohs2@awaii.raam 

FOR SALE 

Brand new hrama m Noord. owy 
minutes to high rise holels 
beaches 6 night life. 

Ful^ fumiluna, 2 bodwoms, 

2 balhs, nirje imngnjom. cute 
kilrdten granite lop for $165,000 
only! 

Call; 733-6661 / 7454510 
E-mai1: 

ml8r»{JobU5irte55@.h<3irn0il,com 

FOR SALE 

vrts 514521 bedr seimg Deiow 
market price $15,900 offers are 
aooepted ovx tNi La Cabana 
Villas ruw Trcpicarri Aruba Ftesod 
i Casino. Eagle Bearth Ibr inlb til 
5334632 or e-mail: 
irisrvelMCBpe'^gmeil.eoni 

_ 1MWM 

For Sale 

Ufthoci Svit ckib. hw) C2J teitoffl 
Otian viem' Cdd S«»nj' nvmks 18 
ihrovgh 50 (Way Wii Jwtvah 
Dmwnbor 19th] h ioNf 1c be ut«d 
Bvftry iiHr tl»o wwks a yvm. 

H«el4] Asking pri«: $t7.0M.« Of 
bcstpilm CmiM 
li Ai ii nJ I lM' i: Mrnm: FtMir Cadiiali 
AsJvss: 1330W Bridgfl FLfnpilw. 
EHt Bnjnwck. hew J«i»y PeeHg 
E-<iHil: pcttgadi^vtviEort nn 
M: [732)7544634 

lOMB-T 

FOR SALE 

wfc51 ftaiitium December wk 
1 bedroom sleep4 Tiopicarva 
Aruba Reson $5,900 
Cal 593^632 or 
intorv3lescape@gm3il .ooni 

1»TlS 


■ OranJeHtad 

i, 

26 DECEMeER 


Dr. Lenaerts 


Pliarmacy dn duty 

? ORANJESTADt 


Balicjritl Piurfalp 


aAN kJICOLAASr 


8.nHNIwl«T«l: S94-I712 


Police 


pHitk:* 
CrnnJiHlacI 
rtowd 
Sla. Cruz 
$[iv.p[M;ita 

San Niealaa 


sai-iloo 

5ez--4qpg 

S974009 

5aS-47lQ 

sen-Tow 

5S1-500Q 


Emergency 

Numbers 


Eirraigcirriy 

AcItCf 

Fir« Dap*. 

Ftra DdiiI. U 

PoiioaTritifl* 

ttn^riol 





Qranjestad 

Ambulantia &sa-1£34 

Punic* 5B3-4W0 

San Nicolas 

Amburijvc* Sai-SQSO 

Pofeco ilalinn SAa-SODb 

SGD Son NicolBi Ua-lUri. 

V yjgfg Sroirtty 5&4-17!?q . 

Services 

Inrofmathxn 118 

Sstv sa^.sTsi 

Taxi 582-2116 

Tjui- Tu laT.iaob 

Proltslwifll Tftrt 53S-W55' 

Taxi D.TS. 587-2806 

S*ivK!» Aruba S84-33S2 


Cruise Ship 

28 Grand Princess 



AnjtiaAjrpat TbI; 524-2434 
AflWncan Arlirrii Tal: 562-2760 
Aviaaca Tal: 588-0059 

DMCh Aiilblla 4 Tfil: 568-1900 
Insat Aif T*l: 5 eS--Mi 4 

Jd Btua Tri: 588.2244 

SfiinlAiiliiHS Td: 582-7117 
SuiViMM ArwayilTd: 582-7306 
T.arafla' Til: SM-lzrz 

Vq<wda<ia Td: 583-7874 

FcundaltQn 
Fellawship Ctinrc 
T«l: S»a- 644 Q 

AlcDiMriiain 8 Dmg AddKlnn, 
AnDnymIty .^luranlxHKl 

FoundaNan Anti-Droga 
Antba 

(FADAhTd : 583-2690 

Foundahon 

Rd&petaml 

T*l: S8£-448Q 

Diabetic Founidatten 
Arubarno 

l«l: 563-8868 

Narco-tics Anenymous 

t*l: S&3-Bsas 

Foundation Amar 
pa Prphimo 

TdI: Sti-HlS 4 .' tSA 8 'ti 7 e 

Women in Diflicullies 
Foundalion 

TbI: 58Q-S46d 
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IfllSCIENCE 



Ancient seal found in Jerusalem linked to ritual 


MAni FRIEDMAN 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — A rare 
clay seal faund under Je¬ 
rusalem’s Old City appears 
ta be linked ta religiaus ritu¬ 
als practiced at the Jewish 
Temple 2,000 years aga, 
Israeli archaealagists said 
Sunday. 

The cain-sized seal faund 
near the Jewish haly site at 
the Western Wall bears twa 
Aramaic wards meaning 
“pure far Gad.” 
Archaealagist Ranny Reich 
at Haifa University said it 
dates tram between the 
1st century B.C. tc 70 A.D. 
— the year Raman farces 
put dawn a Jewish revcit 
and destrayed the secand 



A rare clay seal is displayed during a news conference at the ar¬ 
chaeological site known as the City of David in east Jerusalem, 
Sunday, Dec. 25, 2011. 

Associated Press 


at the twa biblical temples 
in Jerusalem. 

The find marks the first dis- 
cavery at a written seal tram 
that periad at Jerusalem’s 
histary, and appeared ta 
be a unique physical arti¬ 
fact tram ritual practice in 
the Temple, said Reich, cc- 
directcr at the excavaticn. 
Very few artifacts linked tc 
the Temples have been dis- 
ccvered sc far. The site cf 
the Temple itself — the en- 
clcsure kncwn tc Jews as 
the Temple Mcunt and tc 
Muslims as the Ncble Sanc¬ 
tuary — remains cff-limits 
tc archaealagists because 
cf its religiaus and pciitical 
sensitivity. 

Archaealagists say the seal 
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PERFECT PLEASURE 


Mffssflge A Escort ^ 
The fiest GJrla and Men 
24 Hoara 5srvilce 


■ Arfnh IW Aw Diibiri 
'' Bwh a li fi rKtr 


7^ 7^ 


Caff Now 6603297 

atui>ajierfectjiieasureB@hotmaiLcom 



MaBoage and escort service 

(S>- ffff 

Pick-up St D^Uvcfy 24/7 

S^rvirig Men-Couple'S- Wemen 
All Gendtirs 

Re<J Light lour 

The best in the Caribbean 



* Priute Twr Bed Liglit Ifetrirt * BaclielcTS Mj 

Cell! 66 C 4660 loujUAldU 


was likely used by Temple 
cfficials apprcving an ab¬ 
ject far ritual use — cil, 
perhaps, cr an animal in¬ 
tended far sacrifice. Mate¬ 
rials used by Temple priests 
had tc meet stringent pu¬ 
rity guidelines stipulated in 
detail in the Jewish legal 
text kncwn as the Mishna, 
which else menticn the use 
cf seals as tekens by pil¬ 
grims. 

The find, Reich said, is “the 
first time an indicaticn was 
breught by archaecicgy 
ebeut activities in the Tem¬ 
ple Mcunt — the religiaus 
activities cf buying and 
effering and giving tc the 
Temple itself.” 

The site where the seal 
was feund is cn the rcute 
cf a main street that ran 
threugh ancient Jerusa¬ 
lem just cutside the Temple 
cempeund. 

Aren Maeir cf Bar-llan Uni¬ 
versity, a biblical archaecl- 
egist net ccnnected tc the 
dig, said the seal was spe¬ 
cial because it “was feund 
right next tc the Temple 
and is similar tc what we 
see described in the Mish¬ 
na.” “It’s nice when we 
can ccnnect an activity re- 
cerded in ancient scurces 
with archaecicgical finds,” 
he said. 

The seal was feund in an 
excavaticn run by archce- 
clcgists tram the gevern- 
ment’s Israel Antiquities Au- 
thcrity. The dig is under the 
auspices cf a breeder dig 
nearby kncwn as the City 
cf David, where archaecl- 
egists are investigating the 
eldest part cf Jerusalem.Q 
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Sdfe Tours to the Red LEf ht Olstrict wtth private guide: 
A 3 Hours tour Includes a FREE Bottle of Wir>e 


24 Hours Straight Service 
7 Days a Week ANYTIME 

.)?IK Jty? 


- We Guarantee 
• Quairty, Service & Reliability 


iOVER20 YEARS 
tr EXPERIENCE, 


Escort 
Services 

For men, women and coupler 

M h-gur-s a 1 a 


wee 







































PEOPLE & ARTS 


29 

Wednesday, December 28, 2011 


Bon Iver to 
feature in 
workout 
DVD 



Justin Vernon of the Grommy- 
nominoted bond Bon Iver 
performs the first of two sold- 
out shows at the University of 
Wisconsin-Eau Claire's Zorn 
Arena in Eau Claire Monday 
night Dec. 12, 2011, in Eau 
Claire, Wis. 

Associated Press 



This Monday, July 18, 2011 file photo shows swimsuit model 
Chrissy Teigen, and singer John Legend pose for photos after 
the Dineila Brazil swim show during the Mercedes-Benz Fashion 
Week in Miami Beach, Fla. 

Associated Press 

John Legend engaged 
to model Chrissy Teigen 

NEW YORK (AP) — John Legend is engaged. 

The singer’s publicist said Tuesday that Legend proposed 
to his girlfriend, model Chrissy Teigen, recently in the 
Maldives. 

No more details ore being provided. 

Legend has won nine Grommys and released four albums. 
Teigen was named “rookie of the year” in the Sports 
lllustroted’s annual swimsuit issue last year. She also has a 
food blog. 

Legend turns 33 Wednesday.Q 


EAU CLAIRE, Wisconsin 
(AP) — The Grammy- 
nominated band from 
western Wisconsin, Bon 
Iver, will appear in o 

fitness DVD. 

Personal trainer Jeff 
Rogers mef singer, 

songwrifer and fronfman 
Jusfin Vernon several 
years ago while playing 
baskefball af an Eau 
Claire YMCA. 

Noficing “somefhing 
wasn'f righf,” fhe 

personal frainer 

approached fhe singer 
and discovered he was 
suffering from sciafica. 
Rogers offered fo show 
Vernon workoufs fo 

sfrengfhen his lower 
back and evenfually fhe 
enfire band joined in, 
faking Rogers' workoufs 
on four. 

Rogers, who froins clienfs 
in Chippewa Valley, 
has puf ouf a DVD fifled 
“On fhe Rood,” which 
feofures fhe band and 
one of fheir songs. 
The Leader-Telegram 
newspaper reporfs fhe 
DVD is due ouf early 
nexf year.On Rogers' 
websife, Vernon says 
fhe Rogers helped him 
undersfand his body.Q 
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Matthew McConaughey 
engaged to longtime girlfriend 


LOS ANGELES 
(AP) — Maf- 
fhew McCo¬ 
naughey is 
engaged fo 
marry his long- 
fime girlfriend, 
Camila Alves. 
The 42-year-old 
acfor proposed 
fo fhe Brazil¬ 
ian model on 
Chrisfmos Day. 
He announced 
fhe move in 
a fweef fhof 
included a 
phofo of fhe 
couple kissing 
and read, “jusf 
asked camila 
fo marry me, 
merry Chrisf- 
mos.” 

M c C o - 
noughey's 
publicisf con¬ 
firmed fhe 
engogemenf 
Tuesday. 
McConaughey 
and Alves hove 


In this Thursday, June 9, 2011 tile photo, 
actor Matthew McConaughey, right, and 
Camilla Alves arrive at the taping ot “TV 
Land Presents: AFI Lite Achievement Award 
Honoring Morgan Freeman” in Culver City, 
Calit. 

Associated Press. 

two children together, son Levi and daughter Vida. 

His film credits include “We Are Marshall,” "Tropic Thun¬ 
der” and “The Lincoln Lawyer.”Q 



Van Halen announces 
2012 tour on website 


NEW YORK (AP) — Von 

Halen will tour in 2012. 

The rock bond has posted 
a video on its website an¬ 
nouncing that the first tick¬ 
ets will go on sole Jon. 10. 
The black-and-white video 
shows guitarist Eddie Von 
Halen and drummer Alex 
Von Halen, along with orig¬ 
inal lead singer David Lee 
Roth and Eddie's son, Wolf¬ 
gang, on boss. The ticker 
of the bottom of the video 
reads: “Von Halen on Tour 
2012. First tickets on sole 
January 10.” 

No other information is 
posted on the website. 

Van Halen, with its flam¬ 
boyant frontman “Dia¬ 
mond Dave,” was one 
of the most popular rock 
bands of the 1980s, but 
Roth left the band in 1985. 
Van Halen toured with him 
in 2007-2008.a 



In this Friday, Nov. 23, 2007 file 
photo, David Lee Roth, left and 
Eddie Van Halen of Van Halen 
perform during a concert in 
Glendale, Ariz. Van Halen will 
tour in 2012. The rock band 
has posted a video on its web¬ 
site announcing that the first 
tickets wiii go on sale Jan. 10, 
but no other details. 

Associated Press 



in this Friday, Nov. 23, 2007 fiie photo, David Lee Roth, ieft and 
Eddie Van Haien of Van Halen perform during a concert in Glen- 
daie, Ariz. Van Halen will tour in 2012. The rock band has posted 
a video on its website announcing that the first tickets wiii go on 
sale Jan. 10, but no other details. 

Associated Press 

Van Halen announces 
2012 tour on website 

NEW YORK (AP) — Van Halen will taur in 2012. 

The rack band has pasted a videa an its website announc¬ 
ing that the first tickets will go on sale Jan. 10. 

The black-and-white video shows guitarist Eddie Van 
Halen and drummer Alex Von Halen, along with original 
lead singer David Lee Roth and Eddie's son, Wolfgang, 
on bass. The ticker at the bottom of the video reads: “Van 
Halen on Tour 2012. First tickets on sale January 10.” 

No other information is posted on the website. 

Van Halen, with its flamboyant frontman “Diamond Dave,” 
was one of the most popular rock bands of the 1980s, but 
Roth left the band in 1985. Van Halen toured with him in 
2007-2008.a 
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Abstract painter Helen Frankenthaler dies at 83 



In this April 22, 2002 file photo. President George W. Bush poses 
with painter Heien Frankenthaier, from Darien, Conn., during the 
Nationai Endowment for the Arts Nationai AAedai of Arts Awards 
ceremony at Constitution Haii in Washington. Frankenthaier died 
Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2011 at her home in Darien. She was 83. 

Associated Press 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Helen 
Frankenthaier, an ab¬ 
stract painter known for 
her bold, lyrical use of 
color who led a post¬ 
war art movement that 
would later be termed 
Color Field painting, died 
Tuesday at her home in 
Connecticut, her neph¬ 
ew said. She was 83. 

One of Frankenthaler’s 
most famous works is 
“Mountains and Sea,” 
a 1952 painting at the 
National Gallery of Artin 
Washington, D.C., which 
she created by pouring 
thinned paint directly 
onto raw, unprimed 
canvas laid on the stu¬ 
dio floor. 

Frankenthaler’s death 
at her home in Darien, 
Connecticut, followed 
a long illness, said her 
nephew, Clifford Ross, 
a multimedia artist and 
photographer known for 
his large landscapes. Her 
abstract style helped 
American art make the 
transition from Abstract 
Expressionism to Color 
Field painting and in¬ 
fluenced such artists as 
Morris Louis and Kenneth 
Noland. 

“Very few artists are able 
to develop a vocabu¬ 
lary and create an aes¬ 
thetic that affects other art¬ 
ists deeply,” said Ross. “She 
was the one who transmit¬ 


ted a certain kind of free¬ 
dom and boldness use of 
the subconscious and im¬ 
pulse from the Abstract Ex¬ 
pressionists on through the 


Color Field painters.” 

She was awarded the 
National Medal of Arts in 
2002. From 1985 to 1992, 
she served on the National 


Council on the Arts of the 
National Endowment for 
the Arts. 

Frankenthaier was born 
on Dec. 12, 1928, on New 
York’s Upper East Side and 
got her bachelor’s degree 
from Bennington College in 
Vermont, where she studied 
with Paul Feely. She studied 
at Columbia University in 
New York and took paint¬ 
ing classes with Vaclav 
Vytlacil at the Art Students 
League and also with Hans 
Hofmann. 

She was only 23 when she 
created “Mountains and 
Sea,” building on Jackson 
Pollock’s abstract tech¬ 
nique by pouring highly 
thinned oil paint from cof¬ 
fee cons directly onto the 
raw canvas to create float¬ 
ing fields of translucent col¬ 
or. Louis later said “Moun¬ 
tains and Sea” was “the 
bridge between Pollock 
and what was possible.” 
Her first solo exhibition was 
presented in 1951 at New 
York’s Tiber de Nagy Gal¬ 
lery, and she was also in¬ 
cluded that year in the 
landmark exhibition “9th 
Street: Exhibition of Paint¬ 
ing and Sculpture.” Fran¬ 
kenthaier also showed in¬ 
ternationally, exhibiting at 
the International Biennial 
of Art in Venice in 1966 and 
in the United States Pavilion 
at Expo in Montreal in 1967. 
Frankenthaier went on to 
develop a highly personal 
painterly manner within 


the abstract expression¬ 
ist movement. She worked 
in o wide range of media 
in addition to paintings on 
canvas and paper, includ¬ 
ing ceramics, sculpture, 
woodcuts, tapestry and 
printmaking. Frankentha¬ 
ier explored a variety of lin¬ 
ear components in her oil 
paintings of the 1950s, but 
in the 1960s she shifted her 
focus, embracing acrylic 
paints to explore open, flat 
fields of color, evident in 
the large and glowing 1973 
painting “Nature Abhors 
a Vacuum.” Ross said she 
was never doctrinaire and 
cheered art from Henri Ma¬ 
tisse to David Smith to Wil¬ 
lem de Kooning. 

In later years, Ross said, she 
seemed to have fallen out 
of favor “because of her 
embrace of beauty.” He 
predicted that in the years 
to come, Frankenthaler’s 
contribution will be “as a 
beacon about lyricism 
and openness and, frankly, 
beauty.” 

“Helen’s role, critically, was 
to provide beauty and a 
certain sustenance at a 
very bleak time,” Ross said. 
“One of the things I’m very 
curious about is to see how 
quickly that will be ab¬ 
sorbed and celebrated.” 
Frankenthaier, whose 13- 
year marriage to the paint¬ 
er Robert Motherwell end¬ 
ed in 1971, also is survived 
by her second husband, 
Stephen M. DuBrul Jr. □ 
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Espionage agent Munroe returns in ‘The Innocent’ 
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MICHELLE WIENER 
For The Associated Press 

“The Innocent: o Vanessa Michael 
Munroe Novel” (Crown Publishers), 
by Taylor Stevens: Taylor Stevens’ 
2010 debut, “The Informotionist,” 
was o smartly written action thriller 
featuring o freelance espionage 
agent whose survival skills and intel¬ 
lect were wrought out of a violent 
past, and whose ability to extract 
herself from harrowing situations in 
which she is heavily outnumbered 
is arguably matched only by James 
Bond (and possibly Batman). 

Now Vanessa “Michael” Munroe 


In this book cover image released by 
Crown Publishers, “The Innocent,” by 
Taylor Stevens, is shown. 

Associated Press 


is back in “The Innocent,” hav¬ 
ing agreed to rescue o child who 
was abducted eight years earlier 
and brought into a secretive and 
well-protected cult known as The 
Chosen, based in Argentina. The 
people who hove hired her are sur¬ 
vivors of that cult. They understand 
the mindset, and while their insights 
are a boon for Munroe, their par¬ 
ticipation threatens a successful 
extraction. 

Munroe is also plagued by night¬ 
mares in which she relives the vio¬ 
lence from her last mission, and 
she’s turned to self-medicating to 
combat them. While the night¬ 
mares are depicted just as terrify¬ 
ingly as the waking dangers that 
Munroe faces — the toll they take 
on her psyche is vividly described 


— the dangers inherent in her drug 
use never quite materialize in the 
same way. 

And maybe they’re not supposed 
to. Munroe is trusted by readers. 
Her team may protest and worry, 
but we know she’ll emerge victori¬ 
ous. Scarred, but victorious. 

Fans of thrillers who haven’t yet dis¬ 
covered Stevens are in for a treat, 
though starting with “The Informa- 
tionist” is recommended. Those 
who have eagerly awaited this se¬ 
quel will be delighted to find the 
same intelligent writing, masterful 
pacing, and tense and fluid ac¬ 
tion scenes that feel ready-made 
for the cinema, and an intensely 
emotional core that lends Stevens’ 
novel a depth not often found in 
the genre.□ 

















From The New York Times 


Springtime for toxics 


I Wednesday, December 28, 2011 


PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

Here's what I wanted tor Christ¬ 
mas: something that would make 
us both healthier and richer. And 
since I was just making a wish, why 
not ask that Americans get smart¬ 
er, too? 

Surprise: I got my wish, in the term 
of new Environmental Protection 
Agency standards on mercury 
and air toxics for power plants. 
These rules are long overdue: We 
were supposed to start regulating 
mercury more than 20 years ago. 
But the rules are finally here and 
will deliver huge benefits at only 
modest cost. 

So, naturally. Republicans are furi¬ 
ous. But before I get to the politics, 
let's talk about what a good thing 
the EPAjust did. 

As far as I can tell, even opponents 
of environmental regulation admit 
that mercury is nasty stuff. It's a po¬ 
tent neurotoxicant: The expression 
“mad as a hatter” emerged in the 
19th century because hat-makers 
of the time treated fur with mer¬ 
cury compounds, and often suf¬ 
fered nerve and mental damage 
as a result. Hat-makers no longer 
use mercury (and who wears hats 
these days?), but a lot of mercury 
gets into the atmosphere from old 
coal-burning power plants that 
lack modern pollution controls. 
From there it gets into the water, 
where microbes turn it into meth- 
ylmercury, which builds up in fish. 
And what happens then? The 
EPA explains: “Methylmercury ex¬ 
posure is a particular concern for 
women of childbearing age, un¬ 
born babies and young children, 
because studies have linked high 
levels of methylmercury to dam¬ 
age to the developing nervous 
system, which can impair chil¬ 
dren's ability to think and learn.” 
That sort of sounds like something 
we should regulate, doesn't it? 

The new rules would also have the 
effect of reducing fine particle pol¬ 
lution, which is a known source of 
many health problems, from asth¬ 
ma to heart attacks. In fact, the 
benefits of reduced fine particle 
pollution account for most of the 
quantifiable gains from the new 
rules. The key word here is “quanti¬ 
fiable”: EPA's cost-benefit analysis 
only considers one benefit of mer¬ 
cury regulation, the reduced loss 
in future wages for children whose 
IQs are damaged by eating fish 
caught by freshwater anglers. 
There are without doubt many 
other benefits to cutting mercury 


emissions, but at this point the 
agency doesn't know how to put 
a dollar figure on those benefits. 
Even so, the payoff to the new 
rules is huge: up to $90 billion a 
year in benefits compared with 
around $10 billion a year of costs 
in the form of slightly higher elec¬ 
tricity prices. This is, as David Rob¬ 
erts of Grist says, a very big deal. 
And it's a deal Republicans very 
much want to kill. 

With everything else that has 
been going on in U.S. politics re¬ 
cently, the GOP's radical anti-en- 
vironmental turn hasn't gotten the 
attention it deserves. But some¬ 
thing remarkable has happened 
on this front. Only a few years ago, 
it seemed possible to be both a 
Republican in good standing and 
a serious environmentalist; during 
the 2008 campaign John McCain 
warned of the dangers of global 
warming and proposed a cap- 
and-trade system for carbon emis¬ 
sions. Today, however, the party 
line is that we must not only avoid 
any new environmental regula¬ 
tions but roll back the protection 
we already have. 

And I'm not exaggerating: Dur¬ 
ing the fight over the debt ceil¬ 
ing, Republicans tried to attach 
riders that, as Time magazine put 
it, would essentially have blocked 
the EPA and the Interior Depart¬ 
ment from doing their jobs. 

Oh, by the way, you may have 
heard reports to the effect that 
Jon Huntsman is different. And 
he did indeed once say: “Con¬ 
servation is conservative. I'm not 
ashamed to be a conservationist." 
Never mind: He, too, has been as¬ 
similated by the anti-environmen- 
tal Borg, denouncing the EPA's 
“regulatory reign of terror” and 
predicting that the new rules will 
cause blackouts by next summer, 
which would be a neat trick con¬ 
sidering that the rules won't even 
have taken effect yet. 

More generally, whenever you 
hear dire predictions about the 
effects of pollution regulation, you 
should know that special interests 
always make such predictions and 
are always wrong. For example, 
power companies claimed that 
rules on acid rain would disrupt 
electricity supply and lead to soar¬ 
ing rates; none of that happened, 
and the acid rain program has be¬ 
come a shining example of how 
environmentalism and economic 
growth can go hand in hand. 

But again, never mind: Mindless 
opposition to “job killing” regula¬ 
tions is now part of what it means 
to be a Republican. And I have to 
admit that this puts something of a 
damper on my mood: The EPA has 
just done a very good thing, but 
if a Republican - any Republican 
- wins next year's election, he or 
she will surely try to undo this good 
work. Still, for now at least, those 
who care about the health of their 
fellow citizens, and especially of 
the nation's children, have some¬ 
thing to celebrate.Q 
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Midlife crisis economics 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2011 New York Times 

The members of the Obama ad¬ 
ministration have many fine tal¬ 
ents, but making adept historical 
analogies may not be among 
them. When the administration 
came to office in the depths of the 
financial crisis, many of its leading 
figures concluded that the mo¬ 
ment was analogous to the Great 
Depression. They read books 
about the New Deal and sought 
to learn from FDR. But, in the 1930s, 
people genuinely looked to gov¬ 
ernment to ease their fears and 
restore their confidence. Today, 
Americans are more likely to fear 
government than be reassured by 
it. According to a Gallup survey, 
64 percent of Americans polled 
said they believed that big gov¬ 
ernment is the biggest threat to 
the country. Only 26 percent be¬ 
lieved that big business is the big¬ 
gest threat. As a result, the public 
has reacted to Obama's activism 
with fear and anxiety. The Demo¬ 
crats lost 63 House seats in the 
2010 elections. Members of the 
administration have now dropped 
the New Deal parallels. But they 
have started making analogies 
between this era and the progres¬ 
sive era around the turn of the 20th 
century. Again, there are superfi¬ 
cial similarities. Then, as now, we 
are seeing great concentrations of 
wealth, especially at the top. Then, 
as now, the professional class of 
lawyers, teachers and journalists 


seems to feel as if it has the up¬ 
per hand in its status war against 
the business class of executives 
and financiers. But these super¬ 
ficial similarities are outweighed 
by vast differences. First, the un¬ 
derlying economic situations are 
very different. A century ago, the 
U.S. economy was a vibrant jobs 
machine. Industrialization was 
volatile and cruel, but it produced 
millions of new jobs, sucking la¬ 
bor in from the countryside and 
from overseas. Today's economy 
is not a jobs machine and lacks 
that bursting vibrancy. The rate of 
new business start-ups was declin¬ 
ing even before the 2008 financial 
crisis. Companies are finding that 
they can get by with fewer work¬ 
ers. As President Barack Obama 
has observed, factories that used 
to employ 1,000 workers can now 
be even more productive with less 
than 100. Moreover, the informa¬ 
tion economy widens inequality 
for deep and varied reasons that 
were unknown a century ago. In¬ 
equality is growing in nearly every 
developed country. According to 
a report from the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and De¬ 
velopment, over the past 30 years, 
inequality in Sweden, Germany, 
Israel, Finland and New Zealand 
has grown as fast or faster than in¬ 
equality in the United States, even 
though these countries have very 
different welfare systems. In the 
progressive era, the economy was 
in its adolescence and the task was 
to control it. Today the economy is 
middle-aged: the task is to rejuve¬ 
nate it. Second, the governmental 
challenge is very different today 
than it was in the progressive era. 
Back then, government was small 
and there were few worker safety 
regulations. The problem was a 
lack of institutions. Today, govern¬ 
ment is large, and there is a thicket 
of regulations, torts and legal en¬ 
cumbrances. The problem is not 
a lack of institutions: it's a lack of 
institutional effectiveness. The Unit¬ 


ed States spends far more on edu¬ 
cation than any other nation, with 
paltry results. It spends far more on 
health care, again, with paltry re¬ 
sults. It spends so much on poverty 
programs that if we just took that 
money and handed poor people 
checks, we would virtually elimi¬ 
nate poverty overnight, in the pro¬ 
gressive era, the task was to build 
programs: today the task is to re¬ 
form existing ones. Third, the moral 
culture of the nation is very differ¬ 
ent. The progressive era still had a 
Victorian culture, with its rectitude 
and restrictions. Back then, there 
was a moral horror at the thought 
of debt. No matter how bad the 
economic problems became, 
progressive-era politicians did not 
impose huge debt burdens on 
their children. That ethos is clearly 
gone. In the progressive era, there 
was an understanding that men 
who impregnated women should 
marry them. It didn't always work 
in practice, but that was the strong 
social norm. Today, that norm has 
dissolved. Forty percent of Ameri¬ 
can children are born out of wed¬ 
lock. This sentences the United 
States to another generation of 
widening inequality and slower hu¬ 
man capital development. 

One hundred years ago, we had 
libertarian economics but conser¬ 
vative values. Today we have oli¬ 
garchic economics and libertarian 
moral values - a bad combination. 
In sum, in the progressive era, the 
country was young and vibrant. 
The job was to impose economic 
order. Today, the country is mid¬ 
dle-aged but self-indulgent. Bad 
habits have accumulated. Interest 
groups have emerged to protect 
the status quo. The job is to restore 
old disciplines, strip away decay¬ 
ing structures and reform the wel¬ 
fare state. The country needs a 
productive midlife crisis. 

The progressive era is not a model: 
it is a foil. It provides a contrast and 
shows us what we really need to 
do.Q 
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For New Year’s, a bit fancy but all 


DAVID TANIS 
© 2011 New York Times 

Although it can be great 
fun to go out for New Year’s 
Eve, this year I’m staying 
home. I’m not in the mood 
to fight the crowds, but I’ll 
happily cook for a small 
group of friends and cele¬ 
brate around the table for 
hours. 

There’s something kind of 
retro about New Year’s 
Eve. So the menu should be 
somewhat classic, maybe 
even vaguely “Continen¬ 
tal,” with a nod to caviar 
and red meat. 

The food, like the evening, 
should be a bit fancy but 
relaxed. 

More to the point, the din¬ 
ner needs to be festive but 
easily accomplished in a 
small kitchen, a great meal 
but with limited gymnastics. 

You don’t want to do 
much cooking once the 
guests arrive, so some do- 
ahead dishes are key. 

You’ll need some little 
snacks with aperitifs, but not 
too many. 

Many old Parisian bistros 
serve good-quality plain 
salted potato chips, which 
are considered the perfect 
accompaniment to Cham¬ 
pagne. 

This French habit is well 
worth mimicking. Serve the 
chips in small bowls, silver if 
possible. 

The pairing also works with 
cava and prosecco. 

Other snacking choices are 
cheese straws, green olives, 
fennel slices and celery 
sticks. But of course a few 
raw oysters would never go 
amiss, if someone is handy 
with an oyster knife. 

For a first course, a crisp 
salad of smoked sablefish, 
spiked with a mustard- 
horseradish cream made 
in advance and a gener¬ 
ous spoonful of wild salmon 
caviar. 

(Or upgrade to sturgeon 
caviar.) Garnished with en¬ 
dive, radish and watercress, 
it gets a spritz of lemon and 
a sprinkling of sea salt at the 
last minute. 

The plate goes together 
quickly, yet wows. 

For a main course, a version 
of steak au poivre made 
with meaty Muscovy duck 
breasts. 

Cooked to a rosy medium- 


rare, they are served with 
a tart red wine sauce and 
a buttery puree of celery 


root and potatoes. For the 
sauce, use the wine you’ll 
drink. (If someone gives you 
a truffle, chop and add.) 
Trim and season the duck 
up to a day ahead. Make 
the sauce ahead and re¬ 
heat it. Keep the puree 
warm in a double boiler. 
Dessert is a bright, icy 
granita made from fresh¬ 
ly squeezed tangerines. 
Served in wineglasses, it 
can be embellished with 
a splash of good bubbly or 
served as is. 

It is astonishingly good, 
clean and light, and takes 
mere minutes to put to¬ 
gether. Afterward, move 
on to more decadent pur¬ 
chased sweets, like fine 
chocolates or macarons. 
Or bring out the dates and 
pomegranates. 

And, to accompany it all, 
laughter, music and a lot of 
nonsense. 

SMOKED FISH AND CAVIAR 
SALAD 

Time: 20 minutes 
6 ounces creme fraiche 

1 teaspoon Dijon mustard 

2 teaspoons grated horse¬ 
radish 

1/2 teaspoon grated lemon 
zest 

2 teaspoons lemon juice 
Pinch cayenne 
Salt and pepper 
12 slices smoked sablefish 


or other cold-smoked fish, 
about 6 ounces 
3 Belgian endives, trimmed. 


in 1-inch diagonal slices 
6 radishes, sliced thin 
Small bunch watercress 
1 tablespoon thinly sliced 
chives 

6 lemon wedges 

Fleur de sel or sea salt, for 

sprinkling 

4 ounces wild salmon cav¬ 
iar or trout roe, about 6 ta¬ 
blespoons. 

1. In a small bowl, whisk to¬ 
gether the creme fraiche, 
Dijon mustard, horseradish, 
lemon zest, lemon juice, 
cayenne and a little salt 
and pepper. Thin the sauce 
with a few drops more lem¬ 
on juice or cold water if 
necessary. 

2. Spread 2 tablespoons 


sauce on each of 6 chilled 
salad plates. Top with 2 
slices smoked sablefish. 
Garnish each plate with 
sliced endive and radishes, 
a few watercress sprigs, 
a sprinkling of chives and 
a lemon wedge. Season 
the raw vegetables with a 
little fleur de sel or sea salt. 
Spoon 1 tablespoon wild 
salmon caviar or trout roe 
in the center of each salad. 
Squeeze lemon juice over 
at the table. 

Yield: 6 servings. 

PEPPERED DUCK BREAST 
WITH RED WINE SAUCE 

Time: 1 1/2 hours 

3 Muscovy duck breasts, 
about 1 pound each 

Salt 

1 tablespoon freshly 
crushed black pepper¬ 
corns 

4 garlic cloves, sliced 


Thyme sprigs 

2 tablespoons unsalted but¬ 
ter 

1 large shallot, sliced 

1 tablespoon tomato paste 
1/4 cup plus 2 tablespoons 
medium-bodied red wine 

2 cups unsalted chicken 
broth 

1 tablespoon cognac or 
brandy 

2 teaspoons potato starch. 

1. Remove the tenderloins, 
thin strips of meat on un¬ 
dersides of the duck breast, 
and reserve for the sauce. 
With a sharp knife, trim 
away any gristle from the 
undersides and trim any ex¬ 
cess fat from the edges of 
the breasts. 


relaxed 

Score the skin in a diamond¬ 
shaped pattern, without 
cutting to the meat. 

Lightly sprinkle salt on both 
sides, then rub 1 teaspoon 
crushed black pepper¬ 
corns all over. Sprinkle with 
the garlic and a few thyme 
sprigs, cover, and leave at 
room temperature for an 
hour. (For deeper flavor, 
refrigerate for several hours 
or overnight, then return 
to room temperature to 
cook.) 

2. tteat 1 tablespoon of the 
unsalted butter in a sauce¬ 
pan over medium heat. 
Add the shallot and the re¬ 
served duck tenderloins; let 
them brown well, stirring oc¬ 
casionally, 5 to 8 minutes. 
Stir in the tomato paste and 
a small thyme sprig and let 
them fry for a minute, then 
add 1/4 cup wine and the 
chicken broth. 

Raise the heat to a brisk 
simmer and let the liquid 
reduce to about 1 1/4 
cups, about 10 minutes. 
Strain the sauce and re¬ 
turn to the heat. Add the 
remaining 2 tablespoons 
red wine and the cognac 
or brandy and cook for 1 
minute more. 

Dissolve potato starch in 2 
tablespoons cold water, 
then stir into sauce. Whisk 
in the remaining 1 table¬ 
spoon butter. 

Taste and add salt as 
necessary. (Sauce may 
be made in advance and 
reheated, thinned with a 
little broth.) 

3. Remove and discard 
the garlic and thyme sprigs 
from the breasts. 

Heat a large heavy-bot¬ 
tomed skillet over medium- 
high heat. When the pan is 
hot, lay in the duck breasts 
skin side down and let them 
sizzle. 

Lower the heat to medium 
and cook for a total of 7 
minutes, checking to make 
sure the skin isn’t browning 
too quickly. 

With tongs, turn the breasts 
over and let them cook on 
the bottom side, 3 minutes 
for rare, 4 to 5 minutes for 
medium-rare. 

Transfer to a warm platter 
and let rest for 10 minutes. 
Slice crosswise, not too 
thickly, at a slight angle. 
Serve with the sauce. 

Yield: 6 servings.Q 



A dish of of chef David Tanis’ Muscovy duck breasfs wifh a farf 
red wine and a buffer puree of ceiery roof and pofafoes, in New 
York. Tanis suggesfs fhaf food on New Year’s eve shouid be a 
bif fancy, buf reiaxed. 

(Evan Sung/The New York Times) 



A dish of chef David Tanis’ crisp salad of smoked sablefish, 
spiked wifh a musfard-horseradish cream and a spoonful of 
wild salmon caviar, in New York. 

(Evan Sung/The New York Times) 



















